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Union Leaders Visit Ike 


To Push Wage Law Drive 


Meany Asks 
New Liberal 


Coalition 


Approval of labor’s legislative 
program by the 85th Congress 
hinges on the formation of a new 
coalition of “progressive Republi- 


cans and Democrats,” AFL-CIO 
Pres. George Meany declared. 

In an editorial in the AFL-CIO | 
American Federationist, Meany de- | 
clared that “during the past 10 
years most of our legislative rec- , 
ommendations have been buried by | 
a coalition of stand-pat Republicans 
and Dixiecrats.” 


._ Meany Optimistic 
The last election, he said, re- 
sulted in heavy losses for the} 
reactionary wing of the GOP, 
making it “doubly important” for 
Republican incumbents to “adopt 
a more liberal trend if they hope 
to stay in office.” 

Meany sounded a generally 
optimistic note on how labor’s 
program will fare in the 85th 
Congress, commenting that 
“there is opportunity for con- 
siderable constructive achieve- 
ment.” 

But he stressed the fate of the 
program rests on cracking the 
Dixiecrat-GOP coalition and for- 
mation of a new grouping based on 
liberals in both parties. 

Hopes. For Progress 

One indication that this new 
coalition may make some headway, 
he said, is the 38 votes mustered 
in the Senate in an attempt to 
change Rule 22 which allows un- 
limited filibusters.. Meany termed 
the vote “an encouraging sign of 
progress.” 

To what extent the Administra- 
tion will provide leadership for 


PRES. EISENHOWER DISCUSSES extension of minimum wage coverage with a delegation of union 
leaders at the White House. The delegation came away from the meeting “encouraged” over legisla- 
tive prospects. Flanking the President are Andrew J. Biemiller, director AFL-CIO Legislative Dept., 
Labor Sec. Mitchell and Arthur J. Goldberg, general counsel of the Industrial Union Dept. 


i 
| 


ury Sec. George M. Humphrey 
told reporters in a. briefing session 
that continued high-level expenses 
and taxes will bring a depression 
“that will curl your hair.” 
Without criticizing any specific 
figure in the 1958 budget, Hum- 
phrey said “there are a lot of 


(Continued on Page 2) 


places” to cut spending. 


Oil Supply at Peak-- 
Industry Hikes Price 


By Gervase N. Love 


The oil industry, taking advantage of the Suez crisis, has 
blithely ignored one of the basic “laws” of free enterprise, that 
of supply and demand. At a time when stocks approached record 


highs and production was at an 
all-time peak, it ordered one cent 
per gallon increases in the retail 
prices of gasoline and most_ other 


oil products, including home fuel 
oil, + ‘ 


The price boost was touched off 
by Standard.of New Jersey, whose 
net profit for the first nine months 
of 1956 was $603 million, or 15.3 
percent more than in the compar- 


Standard of Indiana quickly fol- 
lowed suit, and most of the other 
big firms took it up from there. 


Supply at Peak 

The effect was felt throughout 
the country east of the Rocky 
Mountains. 

When the price hike got under 
way, gasoline stocks which had 
been increasing at a record pace 
were 186.8 million barrels, an in- 


able period the previous year. 


(Continued on Page 3) 


billion surplus to apply to the national debt. 


‘By Willard Shelton 


Tke’s $71.8 Billion Budget 
Highest in Peacetime History 


Pres. Eisenhower, warning against inflation but predicting increasing business prosperity, sent 
Congress a 1958 budget proposing $71.8 billion in expenditures. 

It was the biggest budget of his Administration and the biggest in U. S. peacetime history. He 
accompanied his proposed expenditures with a firm warning against tax cuts and forecast a $1.8 
The recommended spending caused some unhappiness 


among old-line Republicans. Treas-© 


In the labor and welfare fields 
the President renewed his rec- 
ommendations for federal aid to 
schools, expanded minimum 
wage coverage and unemploy- 
ment compensation and proposed 
somewhat higher funds for health 
research. 

He cheered orthodox Republi- 
cans, however, by repeatedly sup- 
porting, by implication, the “hard 
money” policy of the Federal Re- 
serve Board. He urged that in- 
terest rates be lifted on government- 
insured loans and direct loans _to 
veterans. 


‘He also recommended a law 
urgently sought by the oil and gas 
industry to exempt natural gas 
producers from so-called “public 
utility-type” regulations of their 
prices by the Federal Power 
Commission. 

Last year he vetoed a similar bill 
because of what he termed “arro- 
gant” lobbying by some sections 
of the industry. The AFL-CIO 
and many cities have argued that 
the bill would give gas producers 
“windfall” profits and unfairly 
burden consumers with higher gas 
costs. 

The President promised special 
messages in the near future on 
school aid, reform of basic im- 


migration laws afid veterans’ pro- 
grams. There were some indica- 
tions that he might boost the $1.25 
billion he asked last year for school 
construction. : 

The recommended 1958 
budget expenditures would jump 
$2.9 billion above spending for 
fiscal 1957 now estimated at 
$68.9 billion. They are a whop- 
ping $6 billion more than the 
1957 expenditures originally es- 
timated last January at $65.9 
billion. 

The President nevertheless em- 
phasized that the budget would: be 
in balance with a surplus over 
expenses. He estimated that ex- 
panded business activity will pro- 
duce revenues $3 billion more than 
the $70.6 billion now estimated 
for the current year—$2.9 billion 
in higher individual and corpora- 
tion taxes. a 

These receipts and expenditures, 
he pointed out, do not include sums 
collected and spent for the highway 
program authorized by Congress 
last year. He said these were cov- 
ered in a “self-liquidating trust 
fund.” 

The only tax cut he recom- 
mended was a reduction, to be 
spelled out later, for relief of 
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Delegation 
Also Talks 
With Nixon 


A delegation of AFL-CIO 
union officials and Industrial - 
Union Dept. spokesmen ex 
pressed a feeling of “encourage- 
ment” after visiting Pres. Eisen- 
hower at the White House to urge 
extension of minimum wage cov- 
erage to workers now unpro- 
tected by federal law. 


The group also called on Vice 
Pres. Nixon and asked him to use 


| “his good offices” as presiding offi- 


of the Senate in obtaining 
substantial improvements” in the 
wage-hour law. 

The delegation had further dix 
cussions with Democratic and Re- 
publican leaders of Congress and 
pointed out that both party plat 
forms advocated improvements in 
the minimum wage. 

Nixon Gives Luncheon 

The meetings with Eisenhower 
and Nixon were arranged by re- 
quest of the group by Labor Sec. 
James P. Mitchell, who accom- 
panied the union spokesmen in their 
meetings with the President and 
vice president. Nixon gave a 
luncheon at the Capitol for the 
delegation. 

The group gave Pres. Eisenhower 
letters from AFL-CIO Pres. George 
Meany and from Pres. Walter P. 
Reuther of the Industrial Union 
Dept. The letters pointed to party 
platform pledges and stressed the 
need for action at this session of 
the 85th Congress. 

Eisenhower “showed great 
sympathy with and great under 
standing” of the need for im- 
provements of the minimum 
wage structure, the delegation 

(Continued on Page 4) 


Ike’s Budget Ups 
Labor Dept. Funds 


The Labor Dept. would get 
a $3 million increase over its 
expenditures for the current 
year if Congress approves 
Pres. Eisenhower's 1958 
budget figures. 

There would be increases 
im funds for the secretary’s 
office, the solicitor’s office 
and the bureaus dealing with 
+ labor statistics, labor stand- 
ards, the apprentice program 
and the Mexican contract 
farm labor program. 

The result should be to aid 
speedy determination of pre- 
vailing wage rates under 
; the new highway program, 
strengthen enforcement of 
labor protective laws and im- 
| prove the gathering of essen- 
tial statistics. 


7 : : ‘ bi ae 2 a - ae ‘*, 
Z ; oe P 
a 
. Z : ; { X | ee i om poe § 
a catire * 1 . 
i Es EW ‘ 5 reas 
on = : . 
Bs + ~“ . 3 \ ; 
Z YUNG T—n neo | f 
- Yy Y Y GY Y Y Y G a 4! a 
GGy . Y ZZ Y Y Y % ¥ = i] 7 if ee elas 
cee GG “wb , Uy L - P , ah hth 5) _ pert ee torr a 
Bain Z ZY y 0 GOL, Baie ge EME, 
« aL bd 7 Y V'ANFO44'7 | 7 oe 
hg ‘ Hy sf Y Y Wy one epee! 
ee Ly (i Y - Y ; G Yy Y = Yyy Z t ARAM = eee 
ops IY Y U GZGUZGI|}HRM Yj}, KY eae 
Bee. Yy EOERATION Yy GG —mm\|) VU iy, il “eee 
aon Yy —V > Yy Uy : GGG “by ets |’, 
| ae YY CZ ZY Uj Y GY GG GY Y vet ee Ee 
oak Y Cy @) y ZiG Z B YY y Y 2 gene 
ae ; Y YZ YY ty Y Y, Z Y GY Kt eb ph) 
ne % G Y J Vy; ; Yj Y Yj Y Gy G wip y Z G ; Se ee 
ae V4 Ly LA Vs * ps ZA Ul G ya ZZ. Vi \U Wi Zi ee 
Nee + : : 2 ie EE ees 
: % oe oe! fy - me 
% <r Ay i 
i a po Saw po a No. 3 a 
ae 1s % ae 
= oe ee ee 
Deh ae 
BN oe a 
oe . ay 
as Se) 1 
a ae Ue eae 
— ia De 
“hn an mere 
2 Se 6 
aig Peli ee 
= ARS “a 
Pas ‘ Goes 
tae . 
Stee ; eae 
: “s aoe bss “3 Soa Sn a Re ES Re oe at BSS 2 See = peace me eS3 ee pastrami = Ronee oan ce eee , Bae ee Ree 
Seo | Eee sae 3 ee ee a 
Beech Si | ES 2 ees Se Ss sea oe ee ee eg atk, aa Ray er 
eS a eran | eae ee. ee. Se Sa cosh ee Se A EE hy 
CS | Ee - pe ee ui £2)... See ee . Se eee a yee ¢ .. Se So Be 4 ‘ ah Pe 
; ‘Geo eae | eee pt Eee & 3S ee Se Res, SS gs BO ees Seg et Se Se So eS Oe 8 
Eee SiS 8 kf SS a ee kl; Se Gc ES Se SP Ee: SS See ¢ oo ae 
cae .: Ses CUS iy el eee ee et eee Be eee ed 
TS ae tae 1. eS ps ee ke OE agers SSS 2 Rees kk Be eS. SS eS SS hE eae eee eo SS ee 
COE lle Sh 2 SR ee cco SR Sees oo Re 2) 2) Se. Sl Re Ee Se eS ss ES See Fs oS Esania et, 
pee Fae Pete ee SSS bg | Ee a sh Se So he Re Se Bo See RE SoS Sieccegeeeeeieemas soc Sea 
Se cS 25 So eee Soo See ae ce oS Oe so eee eae a ae 43 ¢ 2 Se es ou colle 
OTe Li: 2 ky ee SS a eee SG lt a SS SS See : Saas 
a Si: 2 es Sy ee aS i) Se elf ee Cl Si Sk eee fe ee Sik 
sie ie ear ri y Th: Se Saeco sh Se Seca tS ce See ke Se eB Eames SS RS 3 . Se ES Reonanmnnsneane ss Ss S| Pro 
tigate ats 2 $2 Soe So Se : RS) Se. ko eR 2 eee = 2 ee fF Be | es oo 
Bes S| z : Pee <— #+#j(« He ee el 2 23'S Sees S By! eee 
i pe Poe oe ST a RR Re cc: Sine =) SSSR Ss COR ge SS OS a SSS: SSD RES ae SS 1 Selle 
7 x # E38 es Sk ee ae = 2 2) 2 es Se SE Ree oS 22) 2 Soe: fo ca | a 
i a Sas eS, OOO SO SS Ss ee oo RS Ses OS SS mas oo St 
PEP oo a i Eee get oe f° 2 Ss SSS a Ok lS ee SS ro 
fo a lle, ee eee ie aae See | ae 
-s . oe eee: ll eee ot we ee SS ee f 
a : Sie Sere a re se Bee Ege Se eee pacioeene eas 
as PR ee oie ee, ee: ee ia cokes fe Bee es AR. = oe 2 8 : : 
Oe eae Sima Sa Oe pec Seas PRN a ecm Rg ste: Sag Soa a Fre 
ae) . ah go eee Re SES BO Ee le Se oe Gah PS OB ee tee 
>. ae | @ See CS AVE ee eR ga E roamecty 
a Mee PEC tt, 5k, i a RAE "Been, Sie Rammetricatne et Se | Serbo ‘ fs 
ja ate ise Pes. Pe eee SOE eam KS x Ree 2 See Ee pee ts se, Sicaee see fi Bees siete REN cians sare Set ASS 4 
2 AiR pe Me her + ei oe ee SS eam Bee Pa es SR es, Sees 
ee FER Ae ; : RAPS WR ee Tages os IRR: SURE ES ASR aces sia enema ‘ 
DS ae i ee We bo wf is : A Be one NSO SE, eng sh ies ie ee Sk SER. Siete AR 4 ce 
eos eee Sees, BE k Spite ak SS eee ec  e a? ees ae ae 
a Me eee get Ee a A ee ee ee ee Pu a ee ath 
Bee ee Bee es See : ie aa eae a ee mS ee ea game oo ee Rents z ee 
2 eee NSE sat Sas BN ae fee he ee mace amen Nemes 8 8c oes i a a 3 eek ps ae Ra Seca eg? Eat Ose hoes ee 
a Sah: co SER og sag Opi: etl. ofre ree ee «TS eee Rie eget) ed a Sakesiaesee: cal ae ee Bs a FS ae 
ae Sho eee eee eee ee ieee “oe ge ent rae 1 insane ee ee A: ey re 
ee Pe Bee Re ee ak So ae ee ME oe ec e — ote ea Genet tee Sai A 
Sa Be oe ee ee Vad ae or came “ay a Sige. ees eee eae ee eer Seo 2) 
2 ee Be a ee CP ey Me eT pede eg <a RE SN) eer Ce" earner vga hoe aes . ese & 
ae SERN Ok ois Dono Si Ee ke eS gat eli mS ow Benes 3 3 Be ee sane 
ae a Ti BUR ESR SA 75 i aan aR To. See (tk Ba OREN RS Babe eit Mr ec, ne aay, 
hee Sia eee iE a Me AO oad A050 cn ee Bene De SEES: GaSe 7 SE ge een earl en cake 2 SU Lala 
Bee [oar =a Ul eee se 
ee eS ee in eh Rats 
el eg a Tae ON tie caer One ee NONI INR ao, Ae ne ee FN, eueaey eg Re ee ey te a 3 ee 
Be eee | eee ee See Sy Ss ao rs RE ; (tae er SS a ie ee ot ROE 
eam a pee Bones Sk Samm SN SSS a cai Gece PSN re Roe ok, Cac eS Same or OARS teen oe Wate yeaa 
aap ee ae ee ee ee ee es 
Pee ek. sa AER Get 8 NRA DS EOS SS DEESSOGNMORSDES SEES STE RES RS SBR 2S OE cS SORE Ee eee 
ee ease) eae ne ee aati: Se OS OR EO REE ae on eae PREC CITA ou mE: MOT RGAE See oe waa ee 
Se {7 PP ae ae patleg eRe Sed ci eit RRAR, SUCNUGN CS UI CORO > PRCA CA ea rt a ge ag 3 eR Tagg RS TRUE Cope me ae oma enes ma ee ae WN eps 9 6 ea 
nae ae ee eS OM Og sar nc Re re eee he ye Mata aro. SS ee nageyle Grane SRS, Se R ED mete! a gee Bi CR . : : Hal oe 2 
ae ig oe PM eR Sees ee eee CAN or Ye eS pee ok oe NR oe ee ES ee 2s 
oe ie gd 
Tae oe LR ibs 
So Bee peeae: 
; we Sea uady 
q : 
. : 
Bie Sis 3 = 
ees , 5 
pi SS ee 
se 2X ee 
>. oes apes 
‘ ee ‘ 
ee ater eS 
pt ae : 
Gs oe + 
ean is 
a pe a 
kc ssn eee are: pay apres 
re ae ees cote Sed 
eA a Lance 
cea ere | ae 
4 fe 
| 
§ 
a ae — 
Oeics. sa 
Se ORME ase eer PO 2 
I Et oe - 
a eid 
ag 
ae 
| ! 
| 
Po | | | 
‘ | | 
ass > 
sh) ‘ 
i a" : 

: ; 
tau a 7 Stee Pree see i Se SPL aes , ce se tees, ales a é : y i : aoe : “and 
PAR TaIRR Wipe SERCO iirc: pide CU Oe ee so rer SR en aba | AE iL rhe ewes Sa eee eS ee Oe RN ee Ce 3 sila ewes 
yO gg eA eg eg Rew), See erm ae Pat eee Stet ie Nene sa Casa” preine” Teteteh «Na go cae eee meee Aer oa ce Ra Ry ees ek ee iid a ice ee ea GE Ra Ghia ees laa EEN phi aC hy UigsiG'e Ue ori, SN aap det Retna os Saree aS age a 6 SRNR: sat SO es Ms reer tte Re Pa ile 
jareuten enone Pa Dae gent Sat a sg esa ents ae a! Gare cae i Tepe Ser pa sa Bg : ag rete RRR, ARE SES ae Se as oo: BS oe ea me ae a peste ore tee Ne Spe e ee Bie ae ee ee t ae Wey! Se at 
Beret 1s cor cat ch ite ditt Oe SPE ree et de ray eee PEER TT pet POR Bere ee Roy tac hats tires ea MeN SAM iy, RO MES ay ee mee Re pe amen of Yep. Year ray in Pte SMR VN Soh oe ie gan to Ee Satg per) Cee ae oe Thee he eet i be ee cc is 

pa Bont Sys 6 ike Ee a A ; Fee a Les Med Sky We Ok ane " xe iy ey ae age? Gam etd. 


Page Twe 


AFL-CIO NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. C., ven Arti JANUARY 19, 1957 


Picture, Picture on the Wall . 


SENATE 
REORGANIZINGI= 
GALLERY “P= 
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Re ciornews 


Steering Groups Complete House, 


Senate Committee Assignments 


Three new Democrats and five new Republicans were named to the House Education asl Labor 
‘Committee as steering groups of each party completed action on House and Senate” working 
assignments. The Democrats are Reps. Elmer Holland (Pa.), Ludwig Teller (N. Y.) and George 


McGovern (S. D.). Republicans‘ 


are Reps. Donald W. Nicholson 
(Mass.), William F. Ayres (O.), 
R. P. Griffin (Mich.), Harry G. 
Maskell, Jr. (Del), and H A. 
Smith (Calif.). 
Morse on Labor Group 
The Senate Labor and Public 
_ Welfare gained a notable member 

when Sen. Wayne Morse (D-Ore.) 
gave up a Banking and Currency 
Committee seat to return to the 
labor unit on which he had pre- 
viously served. Other new members 
are Sen. Strom Thurmond (D- 
S. C.) and Sen. John Sherman 
Cooper (R-Ky). 

The labor committees of the two 
houses have jurisdiction over legis- 
lation proposed in. the education, 
welfare and labor relations fields. 


Sen. Lister Hill (D-Ala.) is chair- 
man of the Senate group, Rep. 
Graham Barden (D-N. C.) chair- 
man of the House unit. 

A significant victory was won by 
the Eisenhower Administration 
when Rep. Hugh Scott (R-Pa.) was 
assigned to the powerful House 
Rules Committee. Scott replaced 
Rep. Harris Ellsworth (R-Ore.), de- 
feated for re-election. The Rules 
group controls the flow of bills to 
the House floor for action. 

The House Judiciary Committee, 
which handles civil rights and im- 
Democrats and three new Republi- 
cans. They are: Reps. Earl Chu- 
doff (D-Pa.), John Dowdy (D-Tex.), 
Lester Holtzman (D-N. Y.), Arch 
A. Moore (R-W. Va.), Russell W. 


RETIREMENT GIFT, a wrist 


watch, was presented to William 


C. Hushing (left) by AFL-CIO Pres. Penis Meany when Hushing 


ended nearly 60 years’ service in 
was co-director of the AFL-CIO 
retirement. 


the labor movement. Hushing 


Keeney (R-IIL) and F. Jay Nintz 
(R-Ind.). 

New members of Senate Judici- 
ary are Sens. Sam J. Ervin (D- 
N. C.) and Roman L. Hruska (R- 
Neb.). 


On the Senate Banking Commit- 
tee, which handles banking, hous- 
ing and credit policy, two new 
members are Sens. Joseph S. 
Clark (D-Pa.) and Frank Lausche 
(D-O.). 

Six newcomers joined the House 
Banking and Currency unit. Demo- 
crats are three freshmen who upset 
Republicans in western districts 
previously held by the GOP: Reps. 
Marvin Coad (fa.), Leroy H. An- 
derson (Mont.) and J. F. Breeding 
(Kan.). 
Reps. Eugene Siler (Ky.), John F. 
Henderson (O.) and C. Chamber- 
lain (Mich.). 

Sens. Albert Gore (D-Tenn.) and 
William Jenner (R-Ind.) were as- 
signed to the Senate Finance Com- 


4| mittee, which has a powerful voice 
-4\ on taxes and social security. There 
4| were no changes in membership of 


the House Ways and Means unit, 
which initiates revenue bills. 


Auto Workers Revamp 
Negotiating Committee 

Detroit—In a move designed to 
| give skilled trades members greater 
|Tepresentation, the Auto Workers 
j|have revamped their negotiating 
committee setup at General Motors. 

The UAW announced establish- 
ment of an 11-member negotiating 
,committee, elected by sub-councils 
representing workers in similar 
plants or with similar duties. These 
will include two sub-councils rep- 
resenting skilled workers exclu- 
sively. 


New Republicans are|. 


Meany Is Optimistic. 
On Labor Legislation. 


(Continued from Page 1) 
a more liberal Republican program 
is difficult to estimate at this time, 
he said. ; 
Meany expressed the hope that 


¢ | the Administration’s recommenda- 
| tions to Congress “will be more 
*, | truly progressive than the Admin- 


istration’s programs of the past 


E _|four years.” 


The AFL-CIO program, he 
wrote, is directed to improve- 
ment of the general welfare, not 
for labor alone. The program 
includes federal aid to education, 
extended coverage of the mini- 
mum wage, civil rights legisla- 
tion, expanded low-cost housing 
program, thorough revision of 
Taft-Hartley, aid for depressed 
areas, sound farm legislation, 
lower taxes for low-income fam- 
ilies, public accounting of wel- 
fare fund operations and social 
security improvements. 

In the foreign policy field he 


$1,363,354 Found 
Due Workers 

New York—Unpaid wages 
totaling $1,363,354 were 
found due 15,473 workers in 
New York and New Jersey 
during investigations by the 
Dept. of Labor’s Wage-Hour 
& Public Contracts Division 
in 1956, Reg. Dir. Frank J. 
Meunch reported. 

The money was due be- 
cause of violations of the 
Fair Labor Standards and 
Walsh - Healey Public Con- 
tracts Acts by 3,233 of the 
6,613 business establishments 
inspected during the year, 
Meunch said. He explained 
the high percentage of viola- 
tors was due to “careful selec- 
tion” of the industries and 
areas inspected. 


Equal Pay Policy 
Made Available 


Text of the AFL-CIO’s policy 
statement in support of federal 
equal pay legislation for women 
workers has been reprinted in leaf- 
let form and is available from the 
Dept. of Publications, 815 16th St., 
N.W., Washington 6, D. C. 


called for Congress to take steps to 
unify. the free world, widen the 
cracks in the iron curtain and pro- 
vide vital assistance to underde- 
veloped regions unable to establish 
decent living standards for their 
people. F 


Ike Democrat 
Named to Fill 
Texas Seat 
Continued Democratic control of 
the Senate, by a slim 49-47 margin, 
appeared assured despite the in- 
terim appointment of an “Eisen- 


hower Democrat” to fill the seat 
vacated by Price Daniel of Texas. 
Johnson Confident 

As one of his last official acts, 
outgoing Allen Shivers appointed 
William A. Blakley, multi-million- 
aire Dallas business man and law- 
yer, to hold the Senate seat until a 
special election can be held for the 
remaining two years of the Daniel 
term. Daniel has taken office as the 
new governor of Texas. 

Indicating that the Democrats 
would retain their narrow margin of 
control, Sen. Lyndon Johnson (D- 
Tex.) asserted flatly that “of 
course” Blakley would “vote with 
the Democrats.” This would fore- 
stall, at least until after the special 
election in Texas, any move by Sen. 
William Knowland (R-Calif.) to 
attempt reorganization of the Sen- 
ate under GOP control. 

Election in 90 Days 

Blakley, a native of Oklahoma 
but a Texan since World War I, is 
practically unknown to the rank- 
and-file Texan. He has major in- 
terests in oil, ranching and real 
estate, and is the largest single 
stockholder of Braniff Air Lines. 
In accepting the appointment, he in- 
dicated he would not be a candidate 
in the special election. 

The state balloting for the re- 
maining two years of Daniel's 
term will be held within 90 days, 
with several Democrats and only 
one Republican going after the Sen- 
ate seat. The Democrats fear that 
the votes for their candidates might 
be scattered over so large a field 
that the lone Republican, Thad 


Hutcheson, might win the election. 


Labor Calls 


27-28. 


materials, 


tion hazard problems.” 


. public, 


On Radiation Hazards 


An AFL-CIO Conference on Atomic Radiation Hazards 
will be held at the Mayflower Hotel in Washington on Feb. 


Authorized by the AFL-CIO Executive Council last August, 
the conference is being planned im cooperation with the 
AFL-CIO Economic Policy Committee for international union 
officers and representatives, safety and workmen’s compensa- 
tion specialists, and officers of local unions particularly con- 
cerned with atomic radiation hazards. 

“The increasing development of atomic energy and the 
spreading use of radioactive materials are raising new and 
peculiar hazards to workers,” AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 
said in a letter to presidents of national and international 
unions announcing the conference. 
plants im many different industries are using radioactive 


“Many affiliated unions have been concerned with a growing 
need for information, evaluation and guidance on these radia- 


Plans for the conference include reports ‘by experts on the 
significance of radiation dangers, the need for safety precau- 
tions, the role of the government in atomic safety regulations, 
problems under workmen’s compensation legislation and the 
impact of radiation danger on the local community and general 


Conference 


“Already some 1,500 
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‘Unprecedented’ Job 
Levels Reached in ’56 


The number of Americans with jobs reached “unprecedented” 


levels in 1956 with an average 


actually at work, according to a joint year-end ncaa by the 


Labor and Commerce Depts. 


The 1956 average was 1.8 million above that for 1955, the 
report showed. Employment. went® 


steadily upward during the first half 
of the year, Teaching a peak of 
66.8 million in mid-summer, and 
changed during the second half 
about in line with normal seasonal 


movements and the growth in the| 


labor force. 
Non-Farm Gains Most 
The greatest gain, the report 


_ showed, was among non-farm wage. 


earners, a classification that ex- 
eludes the self-employed, domestics 
and unpaid family workers. This 
elassification averaged 1.5 million 
higher than in the previous year, 
and in December still stood at one 
million more than in December 
1955. 

Jobs in manufacturing showed 


machinery and electrical equip- 
ment was offset by extended 
declines in autos, textiles and 
lumber. “Significant” increases 
were reported in trade, construc- 
tion and most other non-manu- 
facturing industries. 

Unemployment in the early part 
of the year was considerably below 
the 1955 levels, but later was as 
high or higher than in the cor- 
responding months of the previous 
year. 

In December, total civilian em- 
ployment stood at 64.6 million, the 
report also showed. This was 
700,000 under the November figure 


Oil Supp 


of 65 million men and women 


because cold weather forced job 
cutbacks in agriculture and con- 
struction which offset holiday in- 
creases in retail trade and the 
postal service. 

Total non-agricultural employ- 
ment jumped 400,000 from No- 


vember to 29.4 million, only 


slightly under last summer’s all- 
time peak, and the. number of 
non-farm wage earners rose sea- 
sonally by nearly 600,000 to reach 
53 million for the first time. 


Earnings at High 

A seasonal dip of 26,000 drove 
factory employment down to 17.1 
million in December. The average 
work week of production workers 
in factories increased by 24 minutes 
to 41 hours, a slightly greater in- 
crease than seasonal. 

Retail trade jumped 600,000 and 
postal jobs went up 250,000, re- 
flecting Christmas holiday ° activ- 
ities. Construction fell seasonally 
by 200,000. 

Unemployment at 2.5 million 
_was virtually unchanged from 
November or from December 
1955. Its failure to increase in 
keeping with the drop in employ- 
ment resulted from the with- 
drawal of many temporary 
workers from the labor market. 

In a separate report, the Labor 
Dept. disclosed that factory work- 
ers’ earnings reached another all- 
time high in December of $2.05 
an hour and $84.50 a week. 


ly at Peak-- 


Industry Hikes Price 


(Continued from Page 1) 
erease of 17.8 million barrels over 
a year ago. 

Supplies of heating oil stood at 
134,919,000 barrels, a jump of 27,- 
650,000 in a year. 


U.S. oil production reached 
its record the week before the 
announcement. It hit an avefage 
of 7,416,700 barrels a day, com- 
pared with 7,392,350 barrels the 
previous week and 7,026,450 
barrels for the comparable week 
in 1956. Gasoline stocks jumped 
that week by one million barrels, 
while the towering fuel oil sup- 
plies were maintained despite a 
drop of about one million 
barrels. 

The industry's action touched off 
widespread indignation. Several 
members of Congress demanded a 
federal investigation to determine if 
the rise in fuel oil, especially, had 
any justifiable basis. 


UAW Asks Congress 


Probe Inflation _ 

Detroit—The Auto Work- 
ers -and Pres. Walter P. 
Reuther, rebuffed by the 
White House have taken their 
campaign for a congressional 
investigation of the causes of 
inflation to the House and 
the Senate. 

In letters to all members of 
both branches, Reuther point- 
ed out that “the longer we 
delay checking inflation the 
more serious is the problem 
and the more tragic the cure, 
for inflation feeds upon it- 
self.” He asked the probe 
of the wage-price-profit rela- 
tionship to end false claims 
that prices are going up 
because of wage increases. 


“I take issue with this interna- 
tional mess being used as an excuse 
‘and means of inflicting a fuel oil 
price gouge on Americans in the 
bitter cold of winter,” said Sen. 
Margaret Chase Smith (R-Me.). 

“I think our federal government 
should step in to prevent a fuel oil 
price gouge—for the simple reason 
that a function of the government 
is the protection of its people.” 

The National Oil Marketers Assn. 
demanded that the Justice Dept. in- 
vestigate the possibility of collusion 


in the boosts and place the matter) 


before a grand jury if evidence is 
unearthed. The Justice Dept. later 


announced it will conduct such a| 


probe. 

The association’s general counsel, 
Paul E. Hadlock, pointed out that 
crude oil prices have nearly tripled 
since World War II. 

“One must be very gullible,” 
he added, “to believe that such 
increases can be blamed on 
inflation, added costs, or compe- 
tition between crude oil buyers.” 

Pres. Harry A. Kirk of the Amer- 
ican Automobile Association sent 
telegrams to 16 major oil com- 
panies declaring that “if there is 
some justification for raising gaso- 
line prices, of which we are not 
aware, we would appreciate know- 
ing about it.” 

In Washington, Horace Walker, 


executive director of the Metropoli-" 


tan Retail Gasoline Dealers Assn. 
branded the hike “unwarranted” 
and warned it may touch off a con- 
gressional investigation. 

Ironicallyy the day before Stand- 
ard of New Jersey acted, Texas 
Service Stations Associated wired 
Pres. Eisenhower and the Texas 
delegation in Congress a warning 
that a price war might develop be- 
cause of the surplus of gasoline 
unless that fuel were shipped to 
Europe along with crude oil and 
distillants, 


been held in Detroit. 


secretary-treasurer. 
to federation president. 


PRELIMINARY TALKS ON MERGER of the 350,000 Wayne County Industrial Union Council 
members and the’ 200,000 members of the Detroit and Wayne County Federation of Labor have 
Sub-committees will report back to their respective organizations on merger 
items discussed, and will meet again on further merger details. 
together” are, (left to right) James R. Hoffa, federation vice president; Mike Novak, Wayne County 
IUC president; Andrew S. McFarlane, Wayne County federation president, and Al Barbour, IUC 
Standing are Alex Fuller, IUC vice president, and John F. Williams, assistant 


Symbolically “putting the pieces 


Canadian Rail 
Strike Ended 
After 9 Days 


Ottawa—Some 3,000 members of 
the Brotherhood of Firemen and 
Enginemen have ended their nine- 
day strike against the Canadian 
Pacific Railroad, after winning as- 
surance that a royal commission 
would investigate their dispute. 

The action by Prime Minister 
Louis St. Laurent in establishing 
the special commission of three 


proposal by Pres. Claude Jodoin of 
the million-member Canadian La- 
bor Congress and concurred in by 
BLFE Vice Pres. W. E. Gamble. 

The strike had béen called after 
the railroad adopted plans for drop- 
ping firemen from diesel engines 
in yards and on freight runs. _ 

In seeking an end to the rail dis- 
pute, the CLC president had pro- 
posed to government officials that 
the royal commission be set up to 
determine the merits of the union 
contention that operation of diesels 
without a full crew was dangerous. 

Acceding to Jodoin’s suggestion 
for restoring rail traffic, the prime 
minister said the three judges would 
decide on the major issue in dispute. 
He pointed out that the judges’ re- 
port, which must be ready before 
Oct. 1, will not be binding on 
either side, and that the issue must 
be renegotiated after the report is 
filed. 

St. Laurent said, however, he be- 
lieved the results of a public in- 
quiry would carry sufficient weight 
of public opinion to insure com- 
pliance, 


judges constituted acceptance of a} 


FTC Bans Anti-Trust 


Action on Union Pacts 


Certain basic provisions of union contracts between the Garment 
Workers and employers have been held to be immune from anti- 
trust attack. A hearing examiner for the Federal Trade Commis- 


sion dismissed a challenge to sound 
tracts negotiated by the union and 
the California sportswear industry. 
He ruled that anti-trust sections of 
the Clayton and Norris-La Guardia 
Acts could not be used against the 
union in the case. 


Benefit of Workers 

The examiner, John Lewis, found 
that the challenged provisions of 
the contracts were proposed by the 
union solely for the legitimate bene- 
fit of the workers. 

He held that they were not -“il- 
legal agreements to control produc- 


Garment Workers’ 


Molisani Dies 


Pelham, Manor, N. Y.—Edward 
Molisani, 75, a retired vice-presi- 
dent of the Garment Workers, died 
here of a heart ailment after a long 
illness. : 

A native of Monteodorisio, Haly, 
he emigrated to New York in 1899. 
After working in the sweatshops 
for 10 years, he took part in the 
New York strike of 1910, and sub- 
sequently helped forge the ILGWU 
into a powerful organization. 

Molisani held office in the Gar- 
ment Workers for 36 years, begin- 
ning in 1919, and became a vice 
president in 1938. 

Among survivors is a son, Ed- 
ward H. Molisani of New York, an 
attorney and a vice president of the 
ILGWU. 


successful political record. 


school director. 


Woodworkers Local 
Claims Political Record 


Raymond, Wash.—With six of its members victorious in 
recent political contests, Local 23-30 of the Woodworkers 
Union has staked out a claim as the union with the most 


Heading the list of victorious political candidates were 
Chet King and Clyde Tisdale, both of whom were elécted to 
the state legislature. Arlie Thompson, the union’s business 
agent, was elected county assessor. ; 

Three other members of Local 23-30 were successful in 
bids for city posts. They include A. M. Kelley, elected city 
commissioner; J. B. Russell, who won his election for school 
district president, and Glen Huntsinger, who was elected a 
Both Kelley and Russell are trustees of 


tion and fix prices,” as the original 
FTC complaint had charged when 
it was issued nine months ago. 

The courts have sometimes 
found unions and employers guilty 
under the anti-trust laws when they 
sign contracts with special provi- 
sions which are deemed to help the 
employers, in violation of the anti- 
trust law. 

Pres. David Dubinsky of the 
ILGWU, hailing the victory, de- 
clared: “We have finally won the 
protection Congress intended labor 
to have . . . by distinguishing be- 
tween collective bargaining arrange- 
ments and commercial trust agree- 
ments.” 

Named in the complaint, along 
with the ILGWU, had been the 
Teamsters’ Union, and three asso- 
ciations within the $40 million 
women’s sportswear industry in Los 
Angeles: the California Sportswear 
and Dress Assn., Inc.; the Associ- - 
ated Sportswear Manufacturers of 
Los Angeles, and the California 
Apparel] Contractors Assn. 


Charges Dismissed 
The FITC complaints had held 
that the union, in concert with the 
manufacturers’ groups, had re- 
strained trade and violated anti- 
trust acts by: 


© Requiring union jobbers and 
manufacturers to use only union 
contractors. 


© Requiring jobbers and manv- 
facturers to designate. in advance 
those contractors needed to fulfil 
production requirements. 


© Limiting shops from running 
away beyond the effective area of 
an agreement. 

© And requiring jobbers and 
manufacturers to pay contractors 
enough to cover wages, earnings 
and reasonable overhead. 

In dismissing the charges, the 
FTC examiner held that all of the 
provisions of the ILGWU contracts 
were historic union goals “sought by 
the union solely for its benefit and 
that of its members . . . and not 
that of employer groups.” 

' Declared Dubinsky: “The FTC 


"| decision affirms labor's right to re- 


move unfair labor standards from 
the area of competition.” 
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AFL-CIO NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. C., SATURDAY, neon ac 19, 1987 


UNION LEADERS PUSHING for extension of coverage under the minimum wage law called on Vice 
Pres. Nixon and congressional leaders. Shown with the vice president before the luncheon in his office 
are (left to right) Joseph A. Beirne, president of the Communications Workers; Andrew J. Biemiller, 
director, AFL-CIO Dept. of Legislation; Labor Sec. Mitchell; James 'B. Carey, president of the Elec- 
trical Workers, and Al Whitehouse, director of the Industrial Union Dept. 


Ike’s $71.8 Billion Budget Highest 
In Peacetime; Forecasts Surplus 


(Continued from Page 1!) 
smaller corporations. Treasury 
Sec. Humphrey indicated his de- 
partment will fight even this pro- 
posal. He opposes “any and alf” 
tax reductions now, he said. 

The President said that Labor 
Sec. James P. Mitchell will give 
appropriate congressional commit- 
tees specific suggestions for broad- 
ening minimum wage coverage. 

He proposed, without details, 
extension and improvement of 
the jobless compensation system, 
“equal pay for equal work,” and 
modernization of federal eight- 
hour laws. He renewed last 
year’s request for a distresssed 


Labor Warns 


areas law and registration of 
employe pension and welfare 
funds. 


He asked an increase of $106 
million above current spending of 
$501 million for health. On health 
insurance, however, he reverted to 
earlier preposals for “pooling” of 
risks among private insurance 
firms so as to encourage “voluntary” 
health insurance groups. 

He renewed requests for higher 
postal rates, asking this year that 
first-class letter rates be raised 
from three cents to five cents. 
Congress has previously refused a 
boost to four. cents. 


Most of the bigger spending the| 
Management 


On Automation Whittling 


San Francisco—There is a very real possibility that the intro- 


duction of automation methods 


may result in attempts by some 


managements to whittle at the size and strength of bargaining units. 


Labor Group Acts 
To Halt Race Bias 


New York—A five point 
program, including a pledge 
that top New York labor lead- 
ers will intervene in cases 


whenever a union is 
charged before SCAD with 
admission 


Any such efforts will be strongly 
resisted by trade unions, promised 
Nat Goldfinger, economist in the 
AFL-CIO Dept. of Research, at a 
University of California conference 
on automation and changing tech- 
nology. 


Warns on Reclassifying 

Goldfinger predicted that man- 
agement might try reclassifying 
substantial numbers from the bar- 
gaining unit by calling workers 
technicians or supervisory em- 
ployes. — 

He also raised the point that 
while automated systems will re- 
duce physical fatigue among work- 
ers by eliminating heavy jobs, there 
may be a rise in incidence of 
nervous fatigue or boredom. re- 
sulting in a higher accident rate. 

Despite the relative prosperity of 
the past two years, Goldfinger 
noted, there were still about 50 
large and small areas chronically 
distressed. Since engineers say that 
it is often cheaper to relocate a 
plant than remodel an old one, it 
is likely that the number of dis- 
tressed areas may increase. 

Ask Advance Notice 

Unions will also demand that 
companies give advance notice of 
intent to intreduce automation. 


| Joint consultation may ease the 


period of adjustment and meet the 
challenge automation will present 
to society as a whole, unions and 
labor-management relations, Gold- 
finger said. 

It will be essential, he continued, 


-| to work out schedules for retraining 


workers, to meet the problems of 
adults with families during the re- 


| training peried, to take a new look 


at seniority systems and rehiring 
clauses, supplementary unemploy- 


ment pay plans and severance pay. 


President requested would go to 
national defense and “related pro- 
grams.” ‘He asked an increase of 
$2.6 billion to a total of $45.3 
billion in this area. 

The prospect is that the Demo- 
| cratic Congress, if it follows prece- 
dents, may boost this figure rather 
than cut it. 

Heavy funds asked for missile 
research and procurement and a 
cut in aircraft production suggested 
that the man-piloted military air- 
plane no longer is considered an 
adequate defense and that planes 
will be replaced by missiles. 


Speculate on Three 
For Hall’s GOP Job 


Leonard A. Hall announced 
he would resigned as chair- 
man of the Republican Na- 
tional Committee. 

The committee was sched- 
uled to pick a new chairman 
Jan. 22. For practical pur- 
poses, he would be named by 
Pres. Eisenhower. Advance 
speculation mentioned as pos- 
sible choices GOP State 
Chairmen Ray Bliss of Ohio 
and L. Judson Morhouse of 
New York and National Com- 
mitteeman H. Meade Alcorn 
of Connecticut. 

Hall, triumphant after his 
successful campaign to re- 
nominate and re-elect the 
President, is expected to get 
a federal job and to prepare 
to run in 1958 for gevernor 
of New York. 


‘Union Leaders Visit 
Ike to Push Wage Law 


(Continued from Page 1) 
told reporters at the White 
House. Spokesmen said the Pres- 
ident did not commit himself on 
any “specifics” and was not asked 
te do so. : 
Members of the group were: 
Sec.-Treas. James B. Carey of the 


i Industrial Union Dept.; Albert 


Whitehouse, director; Pres. Max 


| Greenberg, Retail; Wholesale Un- 


ion; Sec.-Treas. Patrick Gorman, 
Meat Cutters; Pres. Joseph A. 
Beirne, Communication Workers; 
Pres. Anthony Valente, United 
Textile Workers; Pres. A. F. Har- 
tung, Woodworkers; Sec.-Treas. 
Curtis R. Sims, Bakery Workers; 
Arthur J. Goldberg, Industrial Un- 
ion Dept. general counsel; Andrew 
J. Biemiller, AFL-CIO legislative 
director. 


Increase Requested 

Since Congress in 1955 raised 
the minimum wage in interstate in- 
dustry from 75 cents to $1 an hour, 
the AFL-CIO has strongly urged 
extension of coverage to millions of 
workers either specifically exempted 
or left uncovered. An increase in 
ee a ee eee 
been requested. 

Pres. Eisenhower has twice rec- 
ommended broader coverage with- 
out spelling out the details. Mitchell 
in 1955 asked that Congress “study” 
the desirability of including two 


Hotel Wage Board 
ToStudy Standards 


New York —A state minimum 
wage board to review standards in 
the hotel industry threughout the 
state, appointed by Industrial Com- 
missioner Isador Lubin, will hold 
its first meeting Jan. 24. 

The new wage board will study 
existing standards for nearly 100,- 


| 000 workers. This includes nearly 


60,000 in the year-round hotel in- 
dustry, and another 40,000 in resort 
and seasonal establishments in the 
state. The panel will make recem- 
mendations for any revisions 
deemed necessary in the current 
minimum wage order for the in- 
dustry. 

The existing order, in effect since 
October 1954, sets an hourly mini- 
mum wage scale ranging from 35 
cents for bellboys and baggage 
porters in upstate hotels whe re- 
ceive two or more meals a day, to 
75 cents for non-residential, non- 
service workers in New York who 
receive no meals. A separate rate 
schedule for resort hotels ranges 


_| from $8 to $28 a week, depending 


on whether meals or lodging are 


provided by the employer. 


Executive Office of the President » Bureau of the Budget 


large groups of workers but left un- 
certain whether he was specifically 
recommending their coverage. 

The President’s budget mes- 
sage this year said Mitchell 
would disclose Administration 
preposals before the appropriate 
congressional committees. 

Mitchell said at a press confer- 
ence the followirig day that he was 
“opposed” to a $1.25 minimum “at 
the present time.” He said studies 
of the impact-of the $1 minimum 
had not yet been completed, al- 
though there seemed to have been 
“no serious impact” toward infla- 
tion or unemployment. 

He said that any raise at this time 
might lead to “serious dislocations 
of employment and start an infla- 
tionary wage-price spiral.” 

The union leaders urged the 
AFL-CIO program in discussions 
with House Speaker Sam Raybura 
(D-Tex.) and Rep. John W. Mc- 
Cermack (D-Mass.), Democratie 
floor leader, with Senators Lyndon 
Johnson (D-Tex.), Senate leader, 
and Mike Mansfield (D-Mont.), 
and with Sen. William F. Know- 
land (R-Calif.) and Rep. Joseph 
Martin (R-Mass.), GOP leaders in 
.| the Senate and House. 

The delegation said at the White 
House: “We advised the President 
that (the AFL-CIO program) would 
require larger business firms to 
meet their economic and moral ob- | 
ligations” to workers without af- 
fecting “small family-owned enter- 
prises.” 

“We also pointed out that a $1.25 
minimum wage is essential for a 
minimum living standard in today’s 
America,” the group told reporters. 


Higher Wage 


Rates Ordered 
In Puerto Rico 


Higher minimum wage rates will 
go into effect Jan. 24 in four dif- 
ferent industries in Puerto Rico, 
under new wage erders announced 
by the Labor Dept. 

A minimum rate of $1 an hour 
was set for the alcoholic nec 
and industrial alcohol industry, and 
for jobs in the so-called general 
classification of the communica- 
tions, utilities and transportation 
industry, replacing their present 75- 
cent minimum. 

The $1 hourly minimum also will 
apply to additional jobs in whole- *° 
saling, warehousing and other dis- 
tribution, and higher minimums— 
short of $1—have been set for 
workers in food and related prod- 


ucts. 


Mutual Security ( Militery) 
Atomic Energy 


Stockpiling 
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Found Needed 
In N. C. Town 


In the midst of the “greatest 
period of prosperity in our history,” 
millions of Americans are living 
at a bare subsistence level on wages 
which are a disgrace to the “Amer- 
ican way of life.” 

Wages of 40, 50 and 60 cents 
an hour exist in America — and 
people “live” on such wages in 
cities, towns and hamlets. 

Asheville an Example 

Asheville, N. C. (population, 
53,000; metropolitan area, 124,403) 
is one of these. 

Asheville is a typical American 
city where many workers — es- 
pecially in the retail and service 
industries—earn much below the 
$1 per hour minimum required in 
industries covered by the Fair 
Labor Standards Act. | 

An AFL-CIO research team 
made a study of wages in Asheville 
in mid-December. The team — 
Bert Seidman, economist of the 
AFL-CIO Department of Research, 
and Bob Christofferson, of the 
AFL-CIO Department of Organi- 
zation—wanted answers to these 
questions: 

How have workers in “covered” 
employment and their families 
benefitted from the increase in the 
federal minimum wage from 75 
cents to $1? 

How do workers not covered by 
the Fair Labor Standards Act get 
by on wages under $1 per hour? © 

These are the answers: 

® Covered workers who are 
now earning $1 per hour and 
who earned less before the new 
minimum went into— effect last 
March 1, are generally getting 
by a “little better” than they did. 

But it is still an unending 
struggle to make ends meet on 
an income of $40 per week, 
minus deductions, when the cost 
of living is at its highest level 
and continues to climb. 

© No one can “live” on wages 
of .40, 50 and 60 cents* an hour 
found in establishments not cov- 
ered by the FLSA. One can barely 
manage to exist—and then only 
on a day-to-day basis, wondering 
how to feed, clothe and shelter a 
family over the next 24 hours, 
wondering where the next meal 
is coming from. ~- 

Asheville provided all the proof 
needed that the millions of Amer- 


- store earning 39 cents per hour 
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laundry for 52 cents an hour.. At right is her daughter. 


: cam THE INCREASE IN THE MINIMUM wage in “March 1956 
THESE PEOPLE are real. Their faces have been masked to brought a sharp increase in sales to Mac’s grocery store near 
protect the job of “Mrs. Smith” who works in an Asheville, N. C. Asheville, owned by W. C. McKenzie, shown waiting on a customer. | 
They Most of the workers affected spent the higher wages to provide a 


are standing at the wood and coal burning range in their home. more adequate diet. Farmers’ income thus was helped, too. 


ican workers outside coverage of 
the minimum wage law—notably 
those in retail and service indus- 
tries—sorely need federal protec- 
tion. 
Many Below $1 an Hour 

Wages like these were uncovered 
in Asheville retail and service 
industries: 

® Women sales clerks in de- 
partment stores earning $18 to $24 
per week, with some getting $30— 
even in the so-called “better” 
stores—for work weeks of 41 to 
47% hours—or more (38 to 73 
cents per hour, depending on 
amount earned and number of 
hours worked). 


e A girl clerk in a chain drug 


Paper Says States 


Neglect Workers 

Charlotte, N. C. — The 
Charlotte Observer has de- 
clared that the need for ex- 

' tension of the coverage of the 

federal minimum wage law 
arises out of the failure of 
state legislatures to protect 
workers excluded. 

“It is fair to say that this 
problem has become a federal 
matter only because many of 
the states have done nothing 
about it,” the editorial said. 
“Some people will shout of 
states’ rights if Congress 
passes legislation on the sub- 
ject. You won’t hear much 
for 58 hours’ work. about states’ wrongs.” 
_ © A girl clerk in a dime store 

earning 50 cents per hour. 
© A man earning $35 per 
week for 60 hours’ work as 


She works in a laundry—a busi- 
ness not covered by the FLSA. 
She earns $27.50 for a 5214-hour 
— ed rey a a —or longer—workweek (52 cents 
© Employes in a laundry earning | P& hour). Workers in other laun- 
$98 per month for a 48-hour week | Mies earn as little as 45 cents per 
(45 cents per hour). hour. 
© Hotel elevator operators earn-| The name “Smith” is fictitious. 
ing “$36 every two weeks” for a| And for the best of reasons: Mrs. 
48-hour week (3714 cents per| “Smith” is afraid she would lose 
hour). her job if her real name were 
© A waitress earning $2.50 per used. As long hours as she works 
day salary for 8% hours’ work, plus | 24 as low-paying as her job is, it 
two meals per day, plus tips (which | !§ all that stands between her and 
amount to “not over $15 per destitution for herself and the two 
week). Her salary (not counting | Children she supports. 
meals and tips) amounts to 30| Mrs. Smith starts work at 7:45 
cents per hour. - a. m. and gets off at 5 p. m., six 


In the course of the investiga- days a week, taking 20 to 30 min- 
tion the researchers also met Mrs.| Utes for lunch. 


Mrs. Smith and her two children 


Smith. 


CREASE IN THE FEDERAL minimum wage brought “a little | better food” and “something 
for the kids to wear” for the Watson family. George Watson works in a small textile plant, takes 
home $38.08 a week to care for his family of six. Every penny of increase is being spent. 


live in a five-room frame bunga- 
low for which she pays $40 per 
month rent. Despite the long 
hours she works, the house is neat 
and clean. 

All-Vegetable Suppers 

They have lived there two years. 
Last winter the only heat was a 
fire in the grate of the fireplace. 
This. year a wood-burning stove 
for. heating has been mounted in 
the living room, but “if it gets 
real cold, it doesn’t heat the house,” 
said Mrs. Smith. © 

Breakfast in the Smith home con- 
sists of one egg, syrup and butter, 
bread and coffee with canned 
cream. The children get their 
lunches at school five days a week 
at a cost to Mrs. Smith of $1.25 
per child. 

Mrs. Smith takes her lunch to 
work—consisting of a couple of 
sandwiches. Asked if she usually 
bought a beverage to go with her 
sandwiches, Mrs. Smith replied, “I 
can’t afford to. I just drink water.” 

Supper is a “vegetable supper,” 
such as dried beans, potatoes, 
cabbage, canned peas, tomatoes, 
corn, and bread. “Some weeks 
I get a frying chicken for Sunday 
dinner,” Mrs. Smith added. She 
buys no fresh fruit, just a 
“couple of cans of applesauce” 
a week. 

Neither she nor her 15-year-old 
daughter drinks milk. She buys 
a quart of milk every other day 
for her 13-year-old son, who is 
“skinny and underweight” and has 
a poor appetite. She has no money 
for medicine or vitamins, although 
she feels her son needs them. 

Mrs. Smith hasn’t spent $10 on 
herself in the past two years for 
clothes and shoes. “I have gone 
bag and, forth to work with my 
feet on the ground—with holes in 
my shoes,” she said. 

We had one final question for 
Mrs. Smith: “What would be your 
| most immediate expenditure if 
your wages were raised to $1 per 
hour?” 

There were several things Mrs. 
Smith said she would try to do 
with. more money: “First thing, 
I'd buy more substantial food for 
my children. Next I'd have my 
eyes tested and my glasses -fixed. 
I'd have my daughter’s teeth fixed. 
I'd pay on my debts and then I 
would buy the mattresses we need 
and a few clothes.” 


Employers Holdout 
North Carolina has no state 
minimum wage law. The state 
legislature repeatedly has turned 
down proposals for a 55-cent per 
hour minimum. The present ses- 


sion will have a 75 cent proposal 


before it. 

There is a “maximum hour law.” 
It provides that “no employer shall 
employ a female person for more 
than 48 hours in any one week or 
nine hours in any one day or on 


more than six days in any period 
of seven consecutive days.” 
Employers in retail and service 
industries don’t want provisions 
of the Fair Labor Standards 
Act ($1 per hour minimum wage, 
time-and-a-half pay after 40 
hours in the week) applied te 
their employes. They like i 
the way it is. 

When the higher minimum wage 
went into effect March 1 for those 
workers in “covered” industry, # 
brought raises to an estiinated 
1,200 workers in Buncombe Coun- 
ty, in which Asheville is located. 

This figure is 10 percent of the 
total number of manufacturing 
workers in Buncombe County. 

The researchers talked to George 
Watson, who works in a small 
plant in the textile industry ia 
Asheville. Watson is married, the 
father of six children. He sup- 
ports his family on take-home pay 
of $38.08 per week (the legal min- 
imum of $1 per hour minus deduc- 
tions). 

Watson was earning 85 cents 
per hour as a sweeper and laborer 
up until one week before the mini 
mum wage was increased to $1. 
That week -he was raised to 90 
cents per hour. Thus, in effect, 
he received a wage increase of 15 
cents per hour, or $6 per 40-hour 
week. 


There’s a place—many places, 
in fact—for every penny of that 
$6 raise. It helped George Watsen 
get—“a little better food for my 
family, something for the kids to 
wear,” he says. 

Business Is Up 

Merchants have noted an in- 
crease in their business since the 
higher minimum went into effect. 

Roy Trantham, owner of Tran- 
tham’s Grocery, told us the increase 
in the minimum wage had an 
“effect” on his business, which is 
“up over last year.” Workers are 
“cashing larger checks” with him, 
“spending more . . . buying more 
milk and meat.” His store is lo- 
cated in Biltmore, a small commun- 
ity adjoining Asheville, and is near 
several small plants where the high- 
er minimum brought raises to 
employes. 

H. C. McKenzie, owner for 
the past two and one half years 
of Mac’s Grocery, a few miles 
from Asheville ih a workers’ 
neighborhood, told us he had 
experienced his biggest month of 
sales in the month following the 
increase in the minimum wage. 
That month (March) he did over 
$1,000 more business than in the 
same month of the year before 
and $529.16 more than the pre- 
ceding month. 

The higher minimum wage has 
helped. workers covered by it. It 
has helped business. Its extension 
to the retail and service industries 


of more American 


—long overdue—will help millions 
workers. 
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Minimum Wages 


NTPHE BEST LAW on the books isn’t worth much if it doesn’t 


apply to anybody. 
The minimum wage law is a good law—but crippling amend- 


ments and administrative decisions in years gone by have mopyes é 


away the number of people protected by the law. 
So, when the minimum pay under the law rose from 75 cents to 


~ $1 an hour, about a year ago, many millions of workers failed to 


receive the benefits. And other workers, whose pay is above the 
legal minimum, fail to get adequate protection on matters of hours 
and overtime. 

That’s why labor has been- demanding that the coverage provi- 
sions of the law be substantially improved, and that further i increases 
be made in minimum pay. 

Pres. Eisenhower, Sec. of Labor Mitchell and many congressional 
leaders have agreed with the wisdom and justice of increasing the 
coverage of the Fair Labor Standards Act. 

eae ee eaten seein Se, 208 iG ve seach suppest 
the improved coverage, the 85th Congress should move quickly to 
pass these long-needed amendments to the wage-hour law. 


Price Rise--No Wage Rise! 


ON’T GET US WRONG—we don’t like the cent-a-gallon in- 
crease that the oil industry has just fastened on to gasoline and 
other petroleum products. 

To us, it looks like profiteering on a grand scale—under the 
_mask of “shortages” created by the Suez crisis. Except, as the 
trade press has noted, there’s so much oil above ground it’s 
doubtful if the industry will be able to make the price increase 
stick, 

The one thing we like about the gasoline price increase is the 
blow it must be to the reactionary economists and big-business 
spokesmen who have been blaming every price increase on wage 
increases. 

There’s been an avalanche of propaganda designed to make 
workers feel “guilty” about their wage increases—as though pay 
boosts rather than much greater price increases were responsible 
for inflation. - 

That propaganda is often easy to explode by analysis of big price 
increases that have followed moderate wage raises. Nevertheless, 
wide sections of the public seem to have accepted the idea spread 
by big business. 

Here’s one price increase that nobody, but nobody, can argue had 
anything to do with wages. It’s a refreshing change—though, like all 
the other price increases, we hate to pay for it. 


Worthwhile Study 


i lisewes CALIFORNIA Federation of Labor deserves congratula- 
tions for its decision to study closely malpractices in connection 
with advertising in labor papers and yearbooks. 

Most laber papers and organizations have unassailable records in 
this connection. But there are too many exceptions—and they 
cause harm to labor’s status and reputation. 

The California Fed’s study of the problem may help to combat 
what is sometimes bad practice and sometimes a cynical racket. 
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Supply and Demand? 


from Communist countries. 


in other countries under similar 
regimes. 

These are the legal arguments 
offered by the department: The 
U.S. has no diplomatic relations 
with Communist China and can, 
therefore, offer no protection. By 
entering Peiping, the newspaper- 
men prejudiced release of Amer- 
icans still held prisoner there. 


a reporter who has worked in many 
Communist countries, unfounded. 
. No American diplomatic instal- 
lation, with recognizéd relations 
with a Communist regime, has been 
able to protect nationals arrested 
by those governments in the past. 
They have lingered in jails until a 
deal was made or it suited the 
cynical purposes of the Communist 
governments concerned to release 
them. 
Stress on Policy _ 

More than 18 months have 
elapsed since the U.S. entered into 
discussions with Communist China, 
at Geneva, for the release of Amer- 
icans held prisoner by the Peiping 
government. We say that we do 
not recognize Communist China; 
yet we talk to her representatives 
on official business. 

If we commit ourselves to de 
facto negotiations with a regime 
we say we abhor, we obviously 
want something from it. That re- 
gime will give only so long as it 
is profitable. Unless it can obtain 
something tangible in return, it will 
not yield in return. 

What the State Dept., in effect, 
demands is that newspapermen 


By Seymour Freidin 


State Dept. Preaches Freedom 
Of Press--Restricts Reporters 


(The following article on the controversy between the State Dept. and three American newspaper- 
men over entry into Communist China for news purposes is reprinted from the New York Post.) 


Vienna—For trying to do a job that is necessary—namely, that of reporting Comet China— 
three American newspapermen will soon face official penalties. 
The State Dept.’s displeasure and collective threats throw open the whole question of reporting 
Where the department, on one hand preaches about freedom of infor- 


mation and circulation, it seeks today to restrict movement and facilities for American. reporters, — 
not just in Communist China but'® 


Both propositions are, I believe as| 


be bound by official policy. It is 
asking that reporters tacitly ac- 
cept the government line, what- 
ever it may be. Not only does 
this premise infringe on freedom 
of journalistic action, it tends 
towards making combined 
mouthpieces of government pol- 
icy those reporters trying to carry 
out their function, tryiry to 
report, 

In other words, are we to ac- 
cept, like Tass or Pravda, govern- 
ment policy on all external and 
internal affairs? By its recent action 
the department has served to con- 
firm traditional «Communist  sus- 
picions that working Western news- 
papermen only carry out the strict 
orders of their respective govern- 
ments. 


Reporters Have Mission 


As the world’s leading exponents 
of free enterprise and competition, 
we have already restricted compe- 
tition and initiative against foreign 
journalists. There are restrictions 
for American newspapermen, as 
with other nationals, to enter vari- 
ous countries because we do not 
approve of the regimes. 

Yet West Germany, for example, 
which has no diplomatic relations 
with these countries .in question, 
permits its journalists to circulate 
wherever they can get visas. 

If American newspapermen 
had been expressly forbidden to 
enter Hungary, how would the 
public have been served during 
these tragic days of the revolu- 
tion? Certainly not by the State 
Dept., whose own reporting fa- 


cilities are inadequate and con- 
fined to official scrutiny only. 


American reporters working © 


abroad have a mission to fulfill, 
which in most respects is far more 
important than the desk-bound 
bureaucrat or diplomat analyzing 
scraps of information for the bene- 
fit of his immediate superior. 

By the nature of their work, re- 
porters are impelled to disseminate 
all information they believe to be 
accurate and to eye-witness events 
where they can. You don’t hear 
about American diplomats exposing 
themselves to fire these days to get 
information, 


Able and Experienced 

There is no hideous implication, 
fortunately, that the three Ameri- 
cans in Communist China are 
dupes. Two of the three—Bill 
Worthy and Ed Stevens—I have 
known for some time. They are 
able and experienced reporters who 
have been well seasoned in the oper- 
ations of Communist-ruled coun- 
tries. 

Their reports can only enhance 
American public knowledge of what 
is going on in Communist China, 
It is unfortunate that many more 
American reporters are not there. 

Before these three American 
newspapermen, who carried on in 
the old journalistic tradition of try- 
ing to get into a place first, return 
from their trip, the threats against 
them must be rescinded. It must be 
replaced with a more knowledgable 
attitude toward nee oe 
abroad. 
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WHAT HAPPENS when a Hungarian refugee family at Camp Kilmer, N. J., turns to the AFL-CIO 
Community Services Committee for help? Hearing the story of Dr. Gyula Kesseru and his wife 


Beatrix, as well as Jolan, 12, and Gabor, 8, are (from left) Ivan Tauss and Robert Flaherty of AFL-CIO NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. C. 
the CSC staff and Steve Borbely, representing the Electrical, Radio & Machine Workers. Saturday, January 19, 1957 Page Seven 


CALL FOR HELP went from the CSC to Business Manager Leon 
Milman of Ladies’ Garment Workers Local 19, Plainfield, N. J. 
Mrs. Kesseru was soon in a job at the Maidenform plant in Perth 
Amboy, learning to sew brassieres under the watchful eyes of Plant 
Manager Betty Lipman (left) and Instructor Mary Matula. 
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A PRACTICING PHYSICIAN, Dr. Kesseru was soon placed on the staff of Perth Amboy (N.J.) 7 
General Hospital, where he is shown with a nurse examining a patient. The family’s sponsor was j 
Leslie Ruttka, Perth Amboy, who happened upon them at Camp Kilmer. He and Kesseru were 
school-boy chums 20 years ago in Debrecen, Hungary; their chance reunion was sensational. 
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A NEW LIFE began for the children, too. Here Dr. and Mrs. ° _ ’ — A SRT ERE EE: ei s 
Kesseru bid goodbye to Jolan and Gabor as they start their first GROCERIES IN BUDAPEST were never like this —even oranges and bananas are treasures indeed 
day at school. It will take a little time before they can speak in Hungary! Thanks to the AFL-~CIO-CSC and the ILGWU, the Kesserus are off to a good start 
enough English to describe their experiences, they feel, but they in their new life in the United States, far from the repressions and cruelties imposed on a freedom- 
are confident they will soon overcome the language barrier. loving people by the Russian Communists who have made themselves dictators of Hungary. 
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Schools, Teachers and Kids: 


Colleges Start Push 
To Higher Standards 


By Lillian Herstein” 
A MERICAN colleges and universities are girding for an attack 
on “the coming tidal wave of students” that is threatening to 
inundate them in the not too distant future. 

The purpose is two-fold: to sort out.the gifted youngster so that 
they cah realize their potentialities unhampered by the low standards 
forced on the colleges by the horde of so-called mediocre students; 
and to reduce enrollments to propor- 
tions manageable financially. 

Last fall the University of Illinois 
announced the abolition of remedial 
courses in English composition, and 
recently the raising of entrance re- 
quirements. For the first time many 
Midwestern schools will require ap- 
plicants to take College Entrance 
Board Examinations. 

All this activity may result in 
a most significant educational by- 
product: the filtering of high stand- 
ards down to the rene and 
; high schools. 
There has been so, sii concern 
about the neglect of the gifted youngsters that we have lost sight 
of the fact that the so-called average pupils and even the slow 
pupils have not been given the opportunity to realize their highest 
potentialities. And they too are entitled to education for their 
individual needs and could also contribute more to the current 


needs of our society. 

A Tkoe last, the logic of events has come to the support of the 
teachers who have all along struggled for higher standards. 

A perennial conflict has gone on in the schools for years between 

the realists and “the defeatists.” 

Even before raido and TV competed with home-work, the 
defeatists had surrendered to lower standards, while the realists 
insisted that we were underestimating. the ability of youngsters 
by “teaching down to them,” and denying them the opportunity 
of developing in accordance with their ability. 


xt ok & 
T HE changing neighborhoods, bringing into the schools children 
from different cultural backgrounds, and the great increase in 
high school enrollments buttressed the position of the defeatists, 
who insisted that the curriculum was beyond the mentality of these 
children. The huge numbers were bewildering, arid even some of 
the “high-standard” groups began to have misgivings. 
The realists plugged away; they had greater faith in the ability 
of youngsters; they believed that “cultural backgrounds” are a 
product of the total environment and not a measure of inherent 
ability. They were also skeptical of what some one has described 
as “the tyranny of the aptitude tester.” 

The current movement in the colleges for more rigid standards 
of admission with the threat of exclusion of many students could 
alert parents and schools to the need of stiffening up the cur- 
riculum and methods of instruction in the elementary and high 
schools. 

Parents will like to feel that the door to higher education is 
not closed to their children, and schools will be anxious to avoid 
the stigma of not having prepared. their pupils adequately for 
college. 


AFL-CIO NEWS, W. 
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CHARITY PROJECT undertaken by Women’s Auxiliary Council 
of the Los Angeles Central Labor Council meant a side of beef, 100 
Ibs. of sugar, and many other supplies for the Los Angeles Spastic 
Children’s Foundation. Shown with some of the material given are 
(left to right) Sec. Gladys Eichorn and Pres. Helen Ledford of the 
WAC; Mrs. Hilda Dean, foundation administrator, Mrs. Marian 
King, Mrs. Arah Hale, chairman, and Mrs. Lillian Molden. 


How fo Buy: i 


By Sidney Margolius : 

NUMBER of readers ask for more information 

on vitamin products and in some cases challenge 

this department’s criticism of the high prices of some 
brands, and indiscriminate use of vitamins. 

There’s no doubt use of vitamin supplements has 
become surprisingly widespread, and people have de- 
veloped strong feel- 
ings about which 
brands and types 
they believe help 
them. E 

This department’s 
concern is with the 
financial drain on 
moderate-income 
people buying high- 
priced vitamin prod- 
ucts without even 
consulting a doctor 
as to their need for 
them, and with the 
exaggerated selling 
claims. 

So confused is the 
public about vitamin products, that we even find some 
critics, of synthetic vitamins actually using a product 
that in large part is made up of synthetic vitamins. 

One reader argues that a vitamin supplement whose 
price we criticized is advertised in “topnotch maga- 
zines” and that “these magazines would not accept 
these advertisements if the company was not a repu- 
table one or if their price was exorbitant.” 


Making Ends Meet: 


By Nancy Pratt 


oo the outlook for food prices in 1957? 
According to the forecasts, food prices on the 
average will be higher than in 1956. Prices will 
start climbing this winter and probably level out 
by summer. Here are. the prospects for specific 


® Meats: Through 
the winter months, 
meat prices will be 


than the levels of last 
winter. Poultry 
should continue to 
be a ‘“‘best buy’”’ 
among meats. Eggs 
also fall into the 
“good buy” category. 

© Vegetables: Re- 
tail prices of most 
canned and frozen 
vegetables are likely 
to be a bit lower 
than last year: Best- 
buy items should in- 
clude seed tomatoes and tomato juice, sweet corn 
and sauerkraut. A bumper potato crop should mean 
lower prices for consumers. 


© Fruits; With average weather, supplies should 
be about the same as last year. Prices of orange 
and grapefruit may be a bit lower than last year. 


New York—Some 7,000 retired members of the 
Amalgamated Clothing Workers in this area will soon 


‘| have a health, recreation and education center of ' 


their own under a project to be set up by the ACW’s 


41 New York Joint Board. 


When it opens in the spring, the center will be the 


z\second one of its kind undertaken by the ACW. 


Last November, the union’s Philadelphia Joint 


4| Board, in conjunction with the Philadelphia Manu- 
4|facturers Association, opened the Sidney Hillman 


Recreation Center for the 1,500 retired men’s cloth- 
ing workers in that city. 


the Sidney Hillman Health Center to make it con- 
venient for retired members to visit the medical 
center for a physical check-up and then drop into 
the recreation headquarters on the same trip. 
Primary purpose of the New York center, like the 
one in Philadelphia, will be to provide comfortable 
and congenial surroundings where retired members 
can enjoy themselves playing chess, checkers, or other 
games, working on hobbies, watching television, at- 


considerably higher - 


The New York center will occupy the top floor of 


More Information on Vitamins 


Actually, because a product is advertised in a 
commercial magazine is no guarantee of reasonable 
price. Advertising media don’t question the prices 
their advertisers charge. They simply sell them 
space. In fact, one way a company becomes “repu- 
table” is to use such costly national advertising which 
must be added to the price of advertised products. 

You don’t have to take anyone’s word for the 
quality of one vitamin product as against another. - 
Right on the label, the product must state the po- 
tency of each vitamin it contains. These ingredients 
must meet the standards set by the United States 
Pharmacopeia, which is the official .standard. 

Thus, if one product says it contains 100 units 
of ascorbic acid, it is exactly the same—no better 
and no worse—than another brand of 100 units of 
ascorbic acid, as long as the label carries. the three 
little letters “USP.” 

Several authorities were mentioned in the original 
article. Among the most authoritative sources was 
Prof. L. A. Maynard, director of the Cornell School 
of Nutrition. 

He has said that vitamins are only a temporary 
measure, ordinarily should not be taken by healthy 
persons who have no food allergy or dietary restric- 
tion, and some vitamin preparations contain sub- 
stances not yet proved to have nutritional value, but 
exploited by vitamin sellers to push their products. 
There is no purpose in taking over the normal 
amount of vitamins, he has said; “you cannot super- 
charge the human body.” 


(Copyright, 1957, by Sidney Margolius) 


Food Prices Due to Increase 


ARGE roomy pantries have practically disap- 
peared from modern houses and apartments. 

In today’s cities and suburbs with supermarkets on 
every corner, there’s less need for the completely 
stocked larder of yesteryear. Nevertheless, a few 
shelves of basic staples and ingredients for quick 
meals can come in handy. They can save you a 
trip’ outdoors in bad weather or embarrassment if 
company drops in unexpectedly. And in case of 
sickness or other emergency, such a stockpile be- 
comes a real necessity. 

Don’t let your kitchen shelves merely collect junk 
that you never use, however. Make a point of 
drawing every so often on whatever you have ac- 
cumulated and replacing it with new stock. 

Here are some suggestions for stocking a modern 

“pantry”—not all are necessary, of course, but a 
couple of items in each category give you the basis 
for quick dinners. 

© Rice, noodles, dried beans or canned potatoes 
to form the base for casserole dishes. 

© Casserole ingredients: Canned tomatoes, canned 
corn, grated Parmesan cheese, canned ham or spam, 
tuna fish or crab meat. 

© Soups—particularly ones that are good mixers 
for casseroles—such as cream of chicken and cream 
of mushroom, as well as a stock of hardy soups, 
such as bean with bacon, black bean or clam chow- 
der, for cold-weather lunches. 

© Canned fruits (for desserts) and fruit juices (for 
breakfast or appetizers). 

© Biscuit and muffin mixes, canned date-and-nut 
bread, fruit cake. 

® Jars of cheese spreads, jams and jellies. 


7,000 Retired Clothing Workers 
To Have Own Welfare Center 


tending educational affairs, or chatting with old 
friends. 

In Philadelphia, the geriatrics committee of the 
Medical Center serves as the policy-making body for 
the recreation center, and health care of the retired 
members is tied into the program. 

Dr. Morris Brand, director of the New York 
health center, said the location of the retired workers’ 
center in the medical building would simplify the 
supervision of the health of the pensioned workers. 


In announcihg plans for the new recreation project 
in New York, Louis Hollander, manager of the N. Y. 
Joint Board of the ACW, said that “training for _re- 
tirement is as necessary as training for work.” 


Too many members eligible for pensions, he said 
“won't retire until they are on a stretcher, because 
they fear it means dying ahead of time. We want 
them to feel their lives still have meaning and use- 


fulness.” 


According to plans, the new center will open ia 
two or three months. 
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Hollywood Observer: 


Soup fo Moamineid 


Eat n Be Merry-- Diet 'n Be-- 


, D.C. 
January 19, 1957 Ss 


By Jane Goodsell 


6 Bens is nothing that provokes more advice 
from other people than a simple announcement 
that you are. thinking of taking off a few pounds. 
Practically everybody over the age of 16 knows 
the most simply marvelous reducing diet ever in- 
vented. In the confidential manner of racetrack 
bookies offering a 
sure tip on the daily 
double, they whisper 
that you simply must 
. go on the 14-day 
diet, guaranteed -to 
take off six pounds 
every Thursday. 
They assure you 
that everybody in 
Hollywood is simply 
mad about it, and— 
they have it on good 
authority — that it 
was invented by 
Lana Turner’s own 
personal physician. 
There are hun- 


dreds of reducing diets, and each has its champions © 


who defend it with the enthusiasm of a young at- 
torney on his first courtroom case. . 
The banana-and-skimmed-milk cult sneer at the 


For Your Health's Sake: 


Dont Delay Getting Polio Shots 


By Dr. Morris Brand © 


HAT. would you think— 

If you were advised by this writer that neither 
your children, nor your pregnant wife, nor the other 
members of your family below the age of 40 should 
be vaccinated against poliomyelitis! 

If it was suggested to you that you and your 
family members 
should not take the 
time nor expend the 
small sum of money 
necessary to obtain 

_the three preventa- 
tive injections against 
this dread disease— 
especially for the 
children who are the 
most frequent vic- 
tims of this crippling 


fection! 

If your family 
physician refused to 
give these injections 
which could prevent 
the sudden onset of the telltale symptoms of paraly- 
sis in a member of your family! 

If your city’s department of health adopted a 
resolution outlawing the use of poliomyelitis vaccine 


properly prepared and tested in accordance with the ~ 


standards established by the United States Public 
Health Service! 


and killing virus in- 


raw-spinach sect. The salt-free dieters 


lamb-chop-and- 
-smile pityingly at the gluten bread addicts. And 


all of these groups espouse theories at which science 
would probably die laughing. 
The salt-free enthusiasts regard salt in the same 


_ manner as the FBI looks on Communist infiltration. 


They tell you solemnly that you can eat anything, 


_ including chocolate eclairs, as long as you don’t 
- allow that old devil, salt, to enter your system. 


The high protein dieters operate under the happy 
theory that a large steak will take care of every- 
thing. They like to explain that, since protein burns 
itself up quickly, the sensible and scientific thing 
to do is eat oodles and oodles of high grade meat. 
Content with the knowledge that they have ignited 
a roarinig blaze in their stomachs, they might just 
as well have another truffle mint, — 

The low calorie fiends regard these diets as faddish 
and crackpot. They feel, patronizingly, that theirs 
is the only sound method. They prescribe no 
magical qualities to certain foods, but maintain that 
you can eat anything you ‘like and lose weight, ‘as 
ong as you don’t exceed a certain number of 
calories a day. 

It is all terribly, terribly interesting, but there 
is one thing that puzzles me. If dieting is so easy 


Its Oscar Picking 
Time in Filmdom 


By Paul Patrick 


no it must to all Hollywood columnists, there 


comes a time when one’s supposed to stick his neck out and 


name his candidates for the best picture of the year, best actor, best 
actress and so on. 


With Academy Awards time fast dgipecachtie, the pressure is 


increasing as first one group and then another names their selections 
while the professional motion picture critics also put in their two 
bits’ worth. 


Your Hollywood Observer is not going to be trapped into pre- 


dicting who will win the top Academy Awards. As an academy 
member, I will cast my vote as my judgment dictates. 


But this columnist does have some personal observations about 


some memorable pictures and outstanding performances in films 
released during 1956—always keeping in mind that, after all, this 


and pleasant, why are there so many overweight | i 


people in the world telling each other about their 
favorite diets? 


If the scientists had refused to perform the neces- 
sary research which lead to the discovery of the 
vaccine and a member of your family or a friend 
or relative was a victim of this disease! 


If you either had overlooked or refused to give : 


permission to the health authorities to permit the 
preventative vaccine injections to be~ administered 
to your children and this sickness did develop and 
in spite of all the skills of modern medical care and 
rehabilitative techniques a handicapping deformity 
remained! 


At. this moment too many children, pregnant 
women and others below the age of 40 have not 
received the proper number of preventive injec- 
tions. Cost should not be a deterrent. Throughout 
the nation departments of health are making the 
vaccine available and giving injections, free of 

' charge, to persons who cannot afford to pay. 
Many physicians have lowered their fees for the 
injections. 

There is still time to receive the three injections 
before the next “polio season.” Don’t be the one 
who will bemoan your ill-fate, your ill-luck, your 
lack of proper judgment, your neglect of your duties 
as a father or mother, for failing to have this very 
valuable service performed. 

You will start the injections—if you give thought 
to the above “ifs” and if you remember -what you 
have seen, read and heard about the effects of polio 
before the vaccine was made available and since. 

Don’t delay any longer. Start now. 


CELEBRATING THE ESTABLISHMENT of the first free, unrestricted blood bank in Chicago by 
Teamsters Joint Council 25, Cy Murphy, AFL-CIO Community Services Committee consultant, Dan| RKO’S “THE LADY AND THE PROWLER” has had its title 


Colucci, trustee of TJC 25; August Burnier, blood bank chairman, and Ray Schoesslin, president of | changed to “The Unholy Wife.” 


Katherine Hepburn and Burt Lancaster 


is only one man’s opinion and that such opinion can be swayed 
by many factors, including even the observer’s personal mood at 
the time he views a picture. 

First, I'd like to set apart “The Ten Commandments” in some 
special niche of its own. Frankly, I don’t know how anyone 
could pretend to find a basis of comparison between this tre- 
mendous production with its Biblical background, typical DeMille 
sexy sequence and astronomical cost (around $13,500,000)— 
and a number of other fine motion pictures released during the 
year that were made with more modest but still ample budgets. 

Thus having disposed of one of the longest American films ever 
made, faults and all, these are the pictures that impressed me the 
most during 1956: “The King and I,” “Around the World in 80 
Days,” “Friendly Persuasion,” “Lust for Life,” “Giant,” “The Bad 
Seed,” “Anastasia,” “Teahouse of the August Moon,” “Somebody 
Up There Likes Me,” “The Rainmaker,” “Baby Doll,” “Bus Stop,” 
“Moby Dick” and, for a foreign picture, “Richard II.” 

Sentimentalists and lovers of charm and beauty in a motion 
picture probably will be pulling for “The King and I” to win the 
Oscar for best picture—and I’m right with them—but I’ve a hunch 
this Oscar will go to “Around the World in 80 Days.” 

There were so many fine acting performances during the year 
that it taxes one’s memory to recall them all. Certainly Ingrid 
Bergman in “Anastasia,” Yule Brynner and Deborah Kerr in 
“The King and I” and Brynner in a couple.of other films, Kirk 
Douglas in “Lust for Life” and newcomer Carroll Baker in 
“Baby Doll” will be in the running for the Oscar sweepstakes, — 
along with Katherine Hepburn and Burt Lancaster in “The Rain- 
maker,” Gary Cooper and especially Dorothy Maguire and 
Anthony Perkins in “Friendly Persuasion,” Rock Hudson in 
several outstanding acting jobs and a number of other actors and 
actresses in other pictures. 

Though it. may seem like treason to his multitudes of admirers, 
this observer was not particularly impressed with the late James 
Dean’s performance in “Giant.” 

Anyhow, whatever happens om Academy Awards night next 
March, one thing is ‘sure right now. The American motion picture 
industry in 1956 produced more good films than in any other year 
for a long time. All of these movies are still playing in local 
theatres. If you haven’t seen them, give yourself a treat. You 
won’t be sorry. 

ee . * x * 

MARSHA HUNT, who’s been away from Hollywood too long, 
gets a top role in Warner’s “Bombers B-52,” also starring Karl 
Malden and Natalie Wood. 

Bok. Wes 

BRIAN KEITH will star with Sal Mineo in Allied Artists’ 
“Dino,” scheduled to start shooting any day now. Keith will play 
the part of a psychiatrist at a settlement house on N. Y.’s east side, 

kk & 


Diana Dors and Rod Steiger are 


TJC 25, in the usual order, meet as part of the first contingent of Teamsters who donated a pint of| starred. Warners has changed the title of “The Helen Morgam 
blood each. The blood will be available to anyone, regardless of race, creed or color. 


Story” to “The Jazz Age.” It stars Ana Blyth and Paul Newman, 
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es head | 
BUILDING TRADES workers in the Detroit area, spurred by Painters District ater 
Council and aided by employers, are erecting a school for blind children of pre- 
school age in Taylor Township. Here Bricklayers Melvin Dwyer (eft) and 
Charles Wallace help little Freddie Olver. put a 25-cent coin in the mortar with’ 


members of building trades unions donated their time to construction of the school. 


‘The land, worth $30,000, also was a gift. Labor and materials donated by con- 


struction firms were estimated to have a value of about $42,000. 


Handicapped Kids 
Get Helping Hand 


Detroit—Organized labor, as always does, has responded 
again to a call for help—this time on behalf of pre-school children 
born into a world of darkness with eyes that see dimly, or not at all. 

So bricklayers and carpenters, painters and plumbers, electricians 
and roofers have banded together to build, largely im their spare 
time, a new building for the Penrickton Nursery School for Vis- 
ually Handicapped Children in suburban Taylor Township. 

Only six pupils were registered when Mrs. Lillian Ricker started 
the school in St. Paul’s Reformed Church in 1954. Now there 
are 25, with a waiting list about as long. 

‘So when it outgrew the church quarters, Business Agents Claude 
Wells and Larry Jacot of Painters District Council 22 took notice. 
They enlisted the support of Council Sec.-Treas. Les Bryant, ex- 
plained the need to other unions and to building construction firms 
which made generous donations of materials—and from then on 
it was easy. 

“All you have to do is take a look at the little kids,” said Wells, 
“and you are willing to give them everything you've got to make 
them comfortable.” 

Mrs. Ricker said that donations of labor, material and furniture 


to the school have totalled more than $45,000, with the building VISUALLY HANDICAPPED aildien will ane to make their way in the wot in this sees 
it is being con- building on which (left to right) James Vida, Julius Crown, Richard Foster and Floyd Lambert, 
members of Carpenters Local 19, are at work. The school will house about 50 pupils. 


alone worth about $42,000. The land on which it 
structed, worth $30,000, also was a donation. 


MYSTERIES OF PLUMBING were demonstrated for Freddie and Miss Ricker 
by Wally Kushner as bathtub connections went into place. Several score of 


the assistance of Ruth —— school secretary. 


Teen-Age Girls Prove They Plan Sensibly 


the 
If anybody wonders what teen-age girls think about when they're not listening feminine mind apparently pop up early. RES _ “mn 
to That Fellow’s records or just plain mooning over him, the Girl Scouts of the of the girls questioned expect to be married “some day,” only 3 percent want) § rat} 
U.S.A. have come up with the answer. to become housewives. loai 
They think about further education, a career or marriage, or all three, pretty This, however, may be explained by. the fact that most of those queried were 
much like their mothers before them. thinking about the next few years of their lives rather than the “distant” future, ew 
Such are the results of a nationwide survey of the personal and social ambitions oP ane See Oe str 
and interests of girls 11 through 18 years of age conducted for the Girl Scouts Friendehip Plays an Inipertant Rete 
yee eres nantes: Saget he Univenity of Michio’ leteme fr Qeshink hte tke. wae to ok to oe, This figure, it may be noted, S 
Resear is considerably than the number currently enrolled in colle d 
Steady Employment High on List versities. — d oe ee = 


Directed by Dr. Elizabeth Douvan and under the supervision of Dr. Stephen 
Withey, the survey covered hopes, worries, relations with parents and problems 
of dating as well as plans for education, work and marriage of a scientifically 
selected sample of nearly 2,000 girls. 

In their job plans, the survey reveals, they want white collar work for them- 


They put “steady employment,” “interesting work” and “nice people to work 
a ee ee Only 2 percent want to run their own 

inesses. ’ 

The jobs to which they aspire are those traditionally associated with women, 
the most popular being secretary, nurse, teacher and social worker, in that order. 

Eight out of 10 of the girls interviewed said they want to be like their 
mothers, some other feminine relative or their teachers when they grow up. 
Only 2 percent have their eyes on glamour, usually in the movies or television 
world. 

Most of the girls—70 percent—are already om the job and gaining some 


The study reveals that adolescent girls are under most stress between the ages 
of 14 and 16, when they are beginning to establish relations outside the family 
that are equally important to them. Friendships, it was found, play a very 
important part in their lives. 

“They need and want loyal girl friends whom they can talk to ‘and confide in,” 
the Girl Scouts said in announcing findings of the survey. ° 

“Six out of 10 girls interviewed said they felt a friend could be as close to 
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THE SIGNIFICANCE OF PRES. EISENHOWER’S enormous 
$71.8 billion budget is weg slowly, reluctantly, but inevi- 
ably the President has been compelled to embrace much of the New 
Deal and. Fair Deal. 

He will never be an innovator. He will break no new ground. 
The most forward-looking members of his Administration do not 
or cannot persuade him, for example, to advocate a national 
health insurance plan or a federal law compelling states to im- 
prove their unemployment compensation systems. 


As 


Vandercook Says: 


Mid-East Dumped 


(This column is excerpted from the nightly broad- 
casts of John W. Vandercook, ABC commentator, 


sponsored: by the AFL-CIO. Listen to Vandercook - 


over the ABC network Monday through Friday at 
10 p. m., EST.) ny, 


HE multiple problems of the Middle East remain 

in the forefront of the news for the simplest of 

reasons. They are grave. They threaten the safety of 
the free world. And they have not been solved. 

While the Suez Canal stays closed, western Europe, 

and therefore the U.'S., remain more vulnerable to 


Arthur Larson, whose skillful book, A Republican Looks at His 
Party, won the President’s warm welcome, centered his praise of the 


Risenhower Administration on its opposition to “centralized” power. 


Mt gained for Larson a promotion from undersecretary of labor to 
head of the United States Information Agency—and he may later 
nter the cabinet. 

But the 1958 budget makes a mockery of all talk of small govern- 
ment, retrenchment in spending, tax cuts—all the old-fashioned 
Republican shibboleths. 

This proposal for nearly $72 billion in spending is justified by the 
President with the claim that government revenues will be so large 
that we will still have a surplus, will still be atte to reduce the 
national debt. 

The prediction, however, is hedged by s an acknowledgement 
that we cannot really be sure of the level of business activity clear 
through June 30, 1958—the period covered by the budget— 
and therefore cannot be certain about tax revenues from personal 
and corporation income taxes. 


The estimated “surplus” will fall by hundreds of millions if Con- 
gress, as expected, refuses to raise postal rates sharply. It will be 
cut if Congress, as is probable, increases military spending. 

The President, after four years, has abandoned the carefree spirit 
in which in 1953 he sharply slashed Harry S. Truman’s last budget. 

The needs of free world defense are so urgent that.he feels 
compelled to boost defense expenditures. He acknowledges press- 
ing needs for federal spending for schools, highways, hospitals, 
the general welfare. 

He is willing to spend more money for enforcement of laws 
protecting labor. He is willing to have these laws broadened to 
cover more and more people, so that our broad social security | 
system may be, within the limits gained by Roosevelt, almost all- 
inclusive. 


All of this has made Treasury Sec. George Magoffin Humphrey 
an extremely unhappy man. 

Humphrey is perhaps the last member of the Eisenhower Admin- 
istration who is willing to complain publicly that this spending will 
ruin us. 

In his briefing session for reporters he sounded like a man on the 
way out of this Administration. He complained that the “trend” 
toward ever-higher spending, without tax relief, would “curl your 
ears” in a depression. Yet the Eisenhower budget, urging major 


new authorizations by Congress, suggested a bigger budget rather 
than a smaller one for 1959. 


xk & 


IT IS IMPORTANT TO RECOGNIZE what the Eisenhower 
Administration still stands for. 

In addition to refusing health insurance or any other innovation, 
the President is insistently a “hard money” man. He thinks that the 
“money rate” should be set by private groups and the “market” 
rather than the government, and that interest rates ufder federal 
loan-guarantee programs should go up. 

He opposes federal competition with private electric utilities; 
he calls this operation a “partnership” program. He opposes 
strict federal regulation of basic natural gas prices. 


Still, any threat that ever existed of “liquidation” of the New. 


Deal is dead. Small government is out the window. The needs of 
the people and the pressures on mid-century America to protect the 
security of our kind of world have worked a sea-change on the ideas 


that Eisenhower brought just four years ago to the office of the 
Presidency. 


* 


Joe Miller's Sports — 
Column Starts Jan. 26 


A top-flight, colorful sports writer who prefers to label 
his column “I’m Often Wrong” will join the AFL-CIO. News 
Magazine Feature Section. 

Joe Miller, a veteran sports writer and editor for a number 
of papers and well-known magazines, will write a weekly 
general sports column for the News starting in the issue of 
Jan. 26. 

Miller served as sports editor of the Lewiston, Ida. Morning 
Tribune, the Bois, Ida, Statesman and as sports columnist | 
for the Portland, Oregon Journal. He has contributed ne 
articles to Sports Illustrated, Sport Magazine, Esquire and 
Colliers, 

On the union side he helped organize American Newspaper 
Guild units in the Northwest and was president of the Boise 
and Seattle Newspaper Guilds, 


Soviet. attack than at any 
time since the cold war 
began. 

Victories in modern war 
are floated on rivers of 
petroleum—and Nasser of 
Egypt, by his sabotage of 
the Suez passage, has re- 
duced that river to a 
trickle. 

If Soviet: Russia does not 
choose this moment to 
overrun western Europe it 
is because she is crippled 
physically and psychologically. For other reasons, 
she will never have a better opportunity. Pres. Eisen- 
hower has given recognition to the immense danger 
and importance of the Middle East muddle by bring- 


Vandercook 


Morgan Says: 
Atomic Progress 


(This column is excerpted from the nightly broad- 
casts of Edward P. Morgan, ABC commentator, 
sponsored by the AFL-CIO. Listen to Morgan over 
the ABC network Monday through Friday at 7 p. m. 
EST.) 

T’S a weird world we live in. There was once a 

time, not beyond memory, when most people be- 


‘| lieved that any industrial addition to a community, 


ipso facto, spelled progress. Now it is not so simple. 
Atomic energy changed things. 

Which is why the town of Monroe, Mich., has a 
problem. Monroe is the 
projected site of a new 
kind of atomic power 


plant, called a fast breeder 
reactor. This type produces 
more fuel than it burns. 
Scientists have described it 
as a “daringly designed” 
apparatus which may be a 
great pioneering experi- 
ment in the conversion of 
atomic energy for commer- 
cial use. 

A “breeder”. is rela- 
tively so compact that maybe it can be adapted to 
aviation. But it has many complications—it gener- 
ates excessive heat, for instance—accentuating the 
need for safety factors. A similar, smaller breeder 
“ran away” with itself at the Atomic Energy Com- 
mission’s proving grounds at Arco, Ida., in Novem- 
ber 1955, melting its control rods and causing 
radioactivity which rendered an area around the 
reactor unapproachable for some time. 

This wouldn’t be so convenient for Monroe. Within 

a radius of 40 miles of the site outside town on Lake 

Erie, from Detroit on the top to Toledo on the bot- 
tom, live some three million persons. . 

| oe a 

O a number of citizens, spearheaded by several 

Democratic senators and three trade unions, are 

challenging the wisdom of putting a breeder reactor 

in Monroe. They want political ramifications as well 


As We See It: 


ai amen 


CaS are good that the 85th Congress will 
pass a school construction bill and a civil rights 
measure according te Andrew J. Biemiller, AFL-CIO 
legislative department head. 

Biemiller and Hyman Bookbinder, AFL-CIO legis- 
lative representative, were interviewed on the Presi- 
dent’s State of the Union message, on “As We See 
It,” broadcast by the American Broadcasting Co. 
radio network. 

“We are very pleased that the President took a 
forthright stand urging immediate enactment of 
the school construction bill,” Biemiller said. “Last 
year, if the President and his aides had been a 
little more active, we think a bill would have been 
passed then. 

“We hope the forthright Statement (this year) 
means we will have the assistance of the White 
House legislative aides in securing the passage of 
a bill that is so sorely needed to provide more 
classrooms for our children.” 


in Congress’ Lap 
ing that question to the attention of the new oan 
before anything else. =< 

But, as former Sec. of State Acheson pointed out, 
Pres. Eisenhower has propounded the question. He 
has failed completely to supply an answer. In Ache- 
son’s words: “The-President’s message on the Middle 
East is not a statement of a policy, but an invitation 
to devise one.” 

Sin fain: ob etdenbente. to weiien shemit bow to-dieal 
with the excessively grave problems of the present. 
Not a hint has come from-the Administration as 
to how it intends to persuade the irresponsible 
Egyptian dictator to allow all vessels—including 
British, French, and Israeli ships—to use the Suez 
Canal, even after obstructions have been cleared 
from it. 

Except for rudely telling Israel—in effect—to 
cease its complaints about Arab forays across its 
borders, the Administration seems to have no notion 
of how to heal the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

In a democracy, under the two-party system, how- 
ever, we have a remedy. When an administration 
demonstrates that it is completely bankrupt of ideas 
on an issue which affects the well-being, even the 
safety, of every citizen, it becomes the duty of the 
opposing party to do its utmost to fill that vacuum 
with some ideas of its own. 

The Democratic majority in Congress has now the 
duty, rather than merely the opportunity, to devise a 
positive Middle Eastern policy, thrust upon it. 


Not So Si 
imple 
as safety factors looked into. 
After some difficulty they succeeded in forcing 

a public hearing, the first phase of which made 
some kind of history in Washington. Although the 
government is committed to a policy of ardently 
encouraging the development of atomic energy, the 
AEC has never held a public hearing on the peace- 
ful uses of the atom before, does not even have an 
examiner to preside, so it borrowed one from the 
FCC, the Federal Communications Commission. 

The session dealt largely with expert testimony 
arguing that the Monroe project is safe and sound. 
There will be another hearing in three weeks at which 
union attorneys hope to develop other points. 

It has been alleged that Chairman Lewis Stcuee 
hastened action on the Monroe project as at least a 
partial answer to criticism of the AEC in the last 
Congress, led“by Sen. Gore of Tennessee, that the 
government wasn’t promoting atomic energy develop- 
ment fast enough. 

But the AEC’s role in the matter doesn’t do much 
to inspire that hope. Maybe the hearings will clarify 
the picture—if the public is not lost in a small mush- 
room cloud of technical data we cannot understand. 


Ed Morgan Will Cover 
Presidential Inauguration 


Edward P. Morgan, American Broadcasting 
Co. radio news commentator sponsored by the 
AFL-CIO, will aid in the on-the-spot radio and 
TV coverage of the 43rd presidential inaugura- 
tion, Jan. 21, 11 a. m. to 3 p. m., EST, over 


Morgan will describe the ceremony from his 
post on the inaugural platform. Other ABC 
commentators will cover other parts of the 
proceedings. 

Morgan recently was elected vice president 
of the Association of Radio and TV Cox- 
respondents. : 


School, Rights Bills Seen Likely 


Biemiller said he was confident about passage of a 
minimum civil rights bill, as outlined by the Presi- 
dent, because of the increased support given amend- 
ment of Rule 22 by the Senate in the first day of 
the current session, and the sponsorship by Majority 
Leader Johnson, Minority Leader Knowland and 
other senators of a modification of Rule 22. 

The two AFL-CIO legislative representatives 
said that they also hoped for extension of coverage 
under the minimum wage law, revision of the 
depressed areas bill, passage of proposed amend- 
ments to the Taft-Hartley Act and a revision of 
the tax law so as to give small businessmen and 
low-income groups a real break. 

“We certainly have to make improvements in our 
housing legislation, particularly because of the hard- 
money policy that is making it almost impossible 
to obtain mortgages these days. As good American 
citizens, we also are interested in seeing that the 


_ plight of the farmer gets proper attention.” 
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Gréen Fund 
Church Gift 
Dedicated 


Coshocton, O.—A stained glass 


memorial window honoring the late | } 


William Green, president of the for- 
mer AFL, has been dedicated in the 


First Baptist Church, which he at-| ® 


tended in his lifetime. 

The window was the gift of the 
William. Green Memorial Fund, 
which was set up by the AFL and 
continued ‘by the AFL-CIO to 
honor the memory of one of 
American trade unionism’s great- 
est figures. 


Repository Dedicated 
- At the same time, a repository 
given the church in Green’s mem- 
ory by the Glass Bottle Blowers 
was dedicated. 

AFL-CIO Legislative Rep. Wal- 
ter J. Mason, personal representa- 
tive of AFL-CIO Pres. George 
Meany, in the dedicatory speech, 
hailed Green “as a man who well 
and truly served his fellow men... 
a good man, a loyal man, a man 
who devoted his life to helping 
others.” 

The window shows the figure of 
Jesus Christ with arms open in wel- 
come. About the head, fittingly, is 
the biblical injunction, “Come unto 
Me, all ye that labor...” 


“Few men have so combined a/@ 


zeal for the labor movement and 
- a love of the Christian church as 
did William Green throughout his 
life,” said Mason. 

“A miner at 16 by economic 
necessity, he was a lay preacher and 

' Sunday school superintendent by 
desire and choice. 
Man of Deep Faith 

“He demonstrated by his preach- 
ing in many pulpits that a labor 
leader can be a man of deep faith, |. 
and he showed im the councils of 
labor leaders that religious faith 
can find expression in the quest of 
labor’s goals. 

“His leadership was enriched by 
his Christian convictions. To a re- 
markable degree, William Green 
in his own person combined the 
ideals of religious faith with the 
practical realism of achievement as 
a talented labor leader.” ~ 

The memorial repository was 
presented to the church on behalf 
of the Glass Bottle Blowers by 
William J. Lewis, representing Pres. 
Lee Minton. Several members of 
Green’s family attended the cere- 
mony, including three daughters. 

Among those attending the cere- 
monies were Pres. M. J. Lyden, 
Sec.-Treas. Phil Hannah and other 
representatives of the Ohio Federa- 
tion of Labor. 


CONGRATULATIONS OF PENNSYLVANIA labor are extended to Pres. Lee W. Minton of 
Glass Bottle Blowers (center) on the occasion of a special banquet in honor of his election 


AFL-CIO vice president. 


MEMORIAL WINDOW honoring the late Pres. William 


s| went on, “the continuing pressure 


starts in 


of Labor and Commerce. 


New Private Housing 
Off 10 Percent i in °56 


1956 declined 10 percent frog 


New private 
record breaking 1955, a drop of $1.5 billion in value, accordir 
to preliminary estimates for last year prepared jointly by the Dept 


Despite the fact that 1956 was “a year in which demand { 


compete increasingly with the 
heavy demands for funds from 
many other sectors of the econ- 
omy,” the report said, the $13.5 
billion spent on new housing made 
the year the second greatest on 
record. 


* Pressure For Homes . 


“The comparatively high level of 
homebuilding reflects in part,” it 


of a sustained demand for larger 
and better equipped homes, backed 
by rising incomes; a steadily in- 
creasing and highly mobile popula- 
tion, and accelerated rehabilitation 
of urban centers.” 

While fewer homes were being 
constructed, increased activity in 
most other categories sent the total: 
value to a new all-time high of 
$44.25 billion, the tenth consecu- 
tive record. The constant dollar 
value (in 1947-9 prices) was 4 per- 
cent above 1955. 

Spending for all types of private 
construction amounted to $30.8 
billion, slightly more than in 1955, 


:|but public outlays rose 8 percent 


aa ito a new record of $13.4 billion. 


Green was dedicated recently in the First Baptist Church of Co- 
shocton, O., which he attended for many years. Seen viewing it 
from outside the church after the ceremony are (left to right) Sec.- 
Treas. Phil Hannah of the Ohio Federation of Labor; AFL-CIO 
Legislative Rep. Walter J. Mason, who represented the AFL-CIO 
and made the dedicatory address; OFL Pres. M. J. Lyden; Mrs. 
Clara Scarr, Green’s daughter; Robert Wagner, OFL public rela- 
tions director, and J. Harry Werthman, chairman of the church’s 


arrangements committee. 


Zz 


U. S. Employes Will Mark 
Civil Service Act Signing 


Highlighting a series of similar meetings to be held under its 


sponsorship all over the United 


States, the American Federation 


of Government Employes will hold a banquet in the Sheraton 


Park Hotel in Washington Jan. 26% 


to mark the 74th anniversary of the 
signing of the Civil Service Act. 
Over 1,000 persons are expected 
to turn out to hear addresses by 
Sen. Richard L. Neuberger (D-Ore.) 
and Chairman Philip Young of the 


Civil Service Commission. 


Seek Salary Increase 
The annual observance of the 
signing of the law setting up the 
merit system for federal workers 


Philadelphia Central Labor Union. 


was started by the AFGE a dozen 
years ago. At this year’s meetings, 
the AFGE will launch a drive to 
obtain a long-overdue salary in- 
crease for government employes. 
The Civil Service Act was signed 
by Pres. Chester A. Arthur on 
Jan. 16, 1883. At that time it cov- 
ered approximately 13,800 jobs, as 
contrasted with today’s 2.4 million 
federal workers protected w its 


provisions. 


With him, left to right, are Pres. Joseph Kelley of the Philadelphia 
Industrial Union Council; Pres. Joseph A. McDonough of the state federation of labor; Secretary 
Harry Block of the state industrial union council, and Norman Blumberg, business manager of the 


All major categories of private 
building showed increases except 
farm construction and _ hospital 
building, which dropped. The great- 
est increase was scored in industrial 
building, which topped the $3 
billion mark for the first time by 
jumping 8 percent to $3.3 billion. 
Spending for new office buildings 
and warehouses rose 20 percent. 

School Building Lags 

All public building categories 
showed a jump from 1955 except 
hospital construction and Atomic 
Energy Commission installations. 

Spending for road construction 
increased 13 percent to $5.1 billion. 
Public service job expenditures rose 
a sensational 62 percent, largely 
because of stepped-up activity on 
facilities connected with the St. 
Lawrence Seaway and Power De- 
velopment. 

The value of public school 


First Report 
On Security 
Is Criticized 


The first annual report of the 
director of the Defense Dept.’s Of- 
fice of Personnel Security Policy on 
the federal industrial security pro- 


the 
as 


| gram has drawn sharp criticism 


; | from Benjamin C. Sigal,- general 


|counsel of the Electrical Workers 


\on grounds that it “fails to give 


consideration to recent applicable 
developments in the security field.” 

In a letter to Loyd Wright, chair- 
man of the Commission on Govern- 
ment Security, Sigal charged that 
the report “completely ignores the 
question of the scope of the pro- 
|gram” and that it “glosses over 
consideration of the criteria to be 
| applied in determining whether or 
not an employe is a security risk.” 

“In summary, the report provides 
scant enlightenment to the reader 
who turns to it for an analysis of 
the problems presented by the in- 
| dustrial security program, and for 
‘evidence that the government. has 
| given consideration to the construc- 
tive criticisms advanced from both 
inside and outside the governseent,” 
Sigal said. 

The industrial security program 
was set up to clear civilian em- 
ployes of private contractors doing 
work for the government.who have 
access to classified information. 


‘|}housing mortgage funds had te® 


building and of sewer and wate 
works to service new housing d 
velopments rose’ to record leve 
fer the ninth censecutive year 
Hewever, the 4 percent gain 
school construction was far 
than in the twe preceding years— 
14 percent in 1955 and 25 percen| 
in 1954. ~ 


'Holiday Pay 


Plan Revoked 
By Labor Dept. 


A special “overtime pay policy’ 
for holiday week ends, announced 
last November by Newell Brows, 
administrator of the Labor Dept.4 
Wage and Hour and Public Cos 
tracts Divisions, has been ordered 
revoked. 

The policy had been assailed by 
AFL-CIO Secy.-Treas. William F, 
Schnitzler on the grounds that it 
weakened “basic pretections of both 
the Fair Labor Standards and Pub. 
lic Contracts Acts by permitting 
special arrangements under which 
premium pay for evertime work" 
would not be required. 

Schnitzler Protests 

Brewn had announced he would 
raise no question of failure to com 
ply with overtime provisiens of the 
acts if employers and their em 
ployes agreed to make the day be 
fore or after a holiday a non 
workday in exchange for a sixth 
day of work in the previous of 
succeeding week without overtime 
pay. 

Schnitzler, in a letter to Brown 
immediately after the policy 
change was announced, protested 
that it was “clearly contrary to 
the requirements” of the acts and 
declared that “it paves the way 
for even more serious undermin- 
ing of the laws’ requirements 
with respect to overtime.” 

The Labor Dept. had set two con- 
ditions under which it would permit 
the week-end policy: if the firms 
had a standard practice of paying 
overtime, and if the arrangement 
was made in advance upon mutual 
agreement between employers and 
employes. 

Termed Substitution 

Terming this “a substitution of 
private agreement for statutory 
requirements,” which, he said, 

“cannot be justified under any cir- 
cumstances,” Schnitzler said the 
“mutual agreement” could not be 
considered a safeguard because the 
department would have no way of 
determining whether employe agree 
ment was “genuinely voluntary.” 

The holiday week-end policy 
had been put out in the form of 
a press release, Objecting to this 
“unofficial” action on the grounds 
that interested parties were not 
given an opportunity to comment — 
on its “desirability or legality,” 
Schnitzler noted that “the depart- 
ment cannot administratively, of | 
course, alter the requirements of — 
the law.” 


In withdrawing the policy, Browa 
said only that it had been reviewed 


in the light of country-wide experi- 
ence over the Christmas and New 
Year’s holidays, plus the comments 
of interested empleyer and employe 
‘groups. He added that the evidence 
clearly demanded that the enforce- 
ment policy be revoked and that it 
would not be applied to future 


holidays. 
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Steelworkers Shift from Mill to ‘Hill’. 


' 


SPEAKERS FEATURED dinner meetings each night of the three- 
STEELWORKERS LEGISLATIVE CONFERENCE, in Washington, brought together USWA leg- day conference, with Army and Defense Dept. officials alternating 
islative representatives from 28 districts throughout the nation with government officials and with Navy spokesmen and congressmen. One guest was Lt. Col. 
members of Congress. Here, a call is paid on Sen. Estes Kefauver (D-Tenn.), by three participants. Thomas Swan of the Army’s industrial relations division, left, 
Left to right are Charles Cowl and Jim Payne, USWA legislative representatives, Kefauver, and shown here discussing defense manpower needs with Joseph J. 
District 15 Leg. Rep. John Connelly. Steelworker department heads also attended. -McDonald, Steelworkers Washington legislative representative. 


CONGRESSIONAL NIGHT, closing the conference, brought addresses by several 
at a NEW SENATOR, Frank Church (D-Ida.), center, elected with AFL-CIO support, representatives. At head table, from left, are Reps. Lester Johnson (D-Wis.), 
utory | «turned up at the conference for a discussion of legislative problems with USWA J. F. Breeding (D-Kan.), Frank M. Clark (D-Pa.) and D. S. Saund (D-Cal.); 
said, District 38 Leg. Rep. Thomas Consiglio, left, and Frank N. Hoffman, Steelworkers USWA Leg. Dir. Frank Hoffman, and Reps. Richard Bolling (D-Mo.) and Elmer 
y cir. legislative director. Church replaced anti-labor Sen. Herman Welker (R). Holland (D-Pa.), who discussed outlook in Congress. 


ee 


| STEELWORKER -IN-CONGRESS, Rep. Elmer F;: Holland 
“28 sl : es (D-Pa.), left, was an interested participant. Here, he discusses 
ature | DEFENSE PROBLEMS are talked over with Hoffman (second from right) by Navy and Defense matters of concern to the Keystone State with newly-elected Rep. 


Dept. officials, In usual erder are Lt. Com. Everitt, WAVE public relations officer; John Fanning Frank Clark (D-Pa.), center, and USWA District 19 Leg. Rep. : 
and Julius Kuczma of Defense Dept., Hoffman, and Commander Manson of Navy public relations. Mike Petrak. State legislation was also discussed. 
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Committee po Vigatoust 
U.S. Participation in ILO 


Continued but “more effective and vigorous” participation by the United States in the Inti. Labor 
Organization was unanimously recommended by a five-man committee which had just completed 
a detailed examination of this country’s relations with the ILO and their future. 

The committee voiced a conviction that the ILO “can play an important and useful part in 
furthering U.S. foreign policy goals and . . . that U.S. participation in the ILO should be viewed 


as an integral part of our member-® 


ship in international organizations.” 

At the same time, it made 10 
specific recommendations which it 
feels, if put into effect, will help 
the U.S. get the most out of its ILO 
membership. 


Denounce Allegations 

The committee was named last. 
May by the Depts. of Labor, State 
and Commerce after sharp criti- 
cism of the ILO by some employers. 
The employers claimed it has gone 
far afield from its basic objectives 
of social justice in labor-manage- 
ment relations, is in danger of being 
taken over by the Communists, and 
is staffed by proponents of “statism 
and socialism.” 


among employers.” 

Delaney hailed the report as 
“commendable, although we do not 
agree in all details with the recom- 
mendations.” 

“It points out and calls the at- 
tention of the government to the 
need for strengthening the influ- 
ence of the U.S. in the ILO,” he 
said, “and provides a base for im- 
proving this country’s participa- 
tion. 

“The committee agrees with our 
feeling that the U.S. should take 
advantage of the opportunity to 
promote the American way of eco- 
nomic life through the ILO, and 
show Soviet Russia we have no in- 
tention of letting the Communists 
run away with the ball.” 

Perhaps the most important of 
the recommendations was one that 
the U.S. drastically alter its views 
on ILO conventions, or treaties, 
and recommendations. 


“It should be U.S. policy,” the 
committee said, “to support or op- 


pose them on their substantive 
merits, and not to oppose a pro- 
posal with which the U.S. is in 
agreement on principle simply be- 
cause the measure is in convention 
form or is thought not to be proper- 
ly a subject of legislation under the 
American system.” 

The committee noted the ob- 
jection growing out of the 
claim that ILO conventions and 
recommendations constitute “in- 
ternal legislation.” It pointed 
out that while: the process in 
the ILO may “superficially” re- 
semble the legislative, the instru- 
ment cannot accurately be 
compared to legislation because 
“no action taken by the ILO is 
binding on a member state with- 
out its assent thereto in accord- 
ance with its own constitutional 
processes.” 

Support of proposed conven- 

or recommendations on the 
basis of their content, rather than 
opposition as a matter of principle, 
will no longer result “in the em- 
barrassing and almost impossible, 
situation which the U.S. is cur- 
rently in on the draft convention 
on forced labor,” the committee 
said. 

At last year’s conference, the 
government took the position it was 
“immoral” to support a proposal 
which the President would not sub- 
mit to Congress for ratification. 


“As a result,” the committee said, 
“instead of the U.S. leading the 
fight for a convention against 
forced labor, an issue over which 
we fought a bloody war, we hedged 
ourselves around with reservations 
and amendments and gave the ap- 
pearance in the propaganda outlets 
of the world of opposing this con- 
vention.” 

In other major recommendations, 
the committee urged that the gov- 
ernment take specific measures to 
improve the organization and staff 
responsible for U.S. - participation 
in the ILO. 


side of the Tropic of Cancer. 


that way in summer). 
them about overcoats. 


telephone. He explained the 


coats with union labels.” 


Yucatan Goosepimples 
Warmed By Potofsky 


Five Latin American trade unionists blew into Washington 
along with an icy wind recently and promptly began to raise 
the most spectacular crop of goosepimples ever produced this 


They came from Yucatan, which has a tropical climate. 
Washington hasn’t, at least in winter (though it often seems | 
‘ Nobody, it seems, had ever told | 


The government was soon shivering as wholeheartedly as 
its guests, though for a different reason. It would have been 
a lead pipe cinch to find the money to build a dam in Yucatan 
or add a battleship to its navy; but for five of its frigid 
citizens, facing three months of running noses, watery eyes 
and aching joints as they learned about American unionism, 
there were no funds for overcoats. 

Official embarrassment had risen to the point where there 
was talk of using it to warm up the guests when organized 
labor, which is nothing if not practical, stepped in. AFL-CIO 
Research Dir. Stanley Ruttenberg got Pres. J. S. Potofsky 
of the Clothing Workers, an AFL-CIO vice president, on the 


“Let them be my guests,” said Potofsky. “Drive them to 
Baltimore, and we'll clothe them in warm and proper over- 


So clad at last and now comfortable are Sec.~Gen. Pedro 


situation. 


This would include the assign- 
ment of a high-level governmental 
representative of ministerial rank 
at Geneva, with a highly-qualified 
staff, for year-round liaison with 
the ILO and with other representa- 
tives concerned with the ILO. 

The quality of delegates to all 
ILO activities at which the U.S. is 
represented should be stressed, the 
committee said, along with continu- 
ity in representation, adequate 
staffing and thorough preparation. 

“It would be well,” the com- 
mittee added, “if the employer 


work rests with the government.” 

The committee in addition called 
for strengthening the ILO secre- 
tariat and guarding against the 
possible intrusion of personal be- 
liefs into reports and analyses 
which should be abjective; urged 
the U.S. more widely to inform the 
American people of the befefits of 
ILO membership, and suggested a 
number of specific steps for im- 
provement of every phase of U‘S. 
participation in ILO activities. 

Joseph E. Johnson, president of 
the Carnegie Endowment for Intl. 
Peace, was chairman of the com- 
mittee. 

Other members were Howard C. 
Peterson, Philadelphia banker; 
Frederick H. Herbison, director of 
the Industrial Relations Section, 
Princeton University; Charles A. 
Myers, professor of industrial re- 
lations at Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, and Robert D. 
Gray, professor of industrial rela- 
tions at California Institute of 
Technology. 


ae eri 


of the world.” 


the middle of the fight.” 


in ILO.” 


. 


Oil Official Warne. U. ce 
Must Be Member of ILO 


New York—A spokesman for ome of the world’s largest | 
oil companies has sharply warned the National Association | 
of Manufacturers and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce that | 
to force American withdrawal from the ILO would “threaten | 
the position of the United States in its battle with the Com- 
munist countries for the support of the-uncommitted nations | 


Austin T. Foster, who, appearing before a committee of the 
Chamber, said that withdrawal from ILO would be “defeatist 
and isolationist and inconsistent with the position of the 
Liason: Saves ty, relation, te: Mp. Untied: Metens. poneweliy." 
. Foster is a member of the company’s board of directors. 
“Instead of being an act of ‘courage,’ as has been suggested,” 
he said, “it would be more like throwing in the sponge in 


earth 


4 Foster pointed out that should the U.S. government refuse 
to appoint the employer representatives to the ILO, it would 
mean, under the ILO constitution, that U.S. labor delegates 
would be deprived of their vote and the vote of the U.S. 
would be restricted to its government delegates. and thus 
“U.S. labor would be deprived of its right to an effective voice 


“We feel that it would be unfortunate and harmful to the 
United States, to the business community and to the two 
employer associations themselves if they refused to participate 
in the nomination of employer delegates to ILO so long as 
fe United States sees St to remain a member of that or- 


outburst in the Csepel Island in- 
dustrial section of Budapest in 
which two workers who joined in 
a mass demonstration against the 
reported discharges of 16,000 white 
collar workers were said to have 
been slain by the gunfire of Hun- 
garian police supported by Soviet 
armored cars. 

Guns also were turned on work- 


ers protesting inadequate wages in 


Kadar Decrees Death 
For Hungarian Strikers 


The Russian-imposed Communist Hungarian government 
Premier Janos Kadar has decreed the death penalty, imposab 
within 24 hours, on all strikers and other opponents of the regim 


The decree was enacted after an 


Herrera Herrera of the Yucatan Packinghouse Workers Union; 
Pres. Manuel Caravajal Romero of the Taxicab Drivers in 
Merida, Yucatan; Santiago Andres Escobedo Sima, a me- 
chanic; Dr. Jose Vera Ramon, staff physician for the 
province’s hennequin industry, and Luis Alberto Zapata | 
Cervera, of the Caribbean Fisheries Cooperative. 


WAVING FAREWELL as they leave New York for Accra, in tHe 


and Emil Rieve, chairman of the Textile Workers’ executive board 
and an AFL-CIO vice president. They are attending the first 
African Regional Conference of Trade Unions called by the Intl. 
Confederation of Free Trade Unions. On their. way, they will make 


brief mo! in London and Brussels. 


Gold Coast; are AFL-CIO Sec.-Treas. William F. Schnitzler (left), |. 


the industrial suburb of Kobanya 
access to. which..was blocked 
several hours by Hungarian militia 
and Russian troops. 

The death penalty was decreed 
for strikes, demonstrations ax 
other forms of resistance in “io 
dispensable” factories, mines, farms 
and commercial establishments, 
which were officially described m 
those having 100 or more employes 


Those accused under the decree 
will be tried in summary courts, 
which until now have had jurisdi¢ 
tion only over persons charged with 
murder, manslaughter, arson, rob- 
bery, looting and illegal possession 
of arms or ammunition. 

Even “loitering” comes within 
the meaning of the decree. So do 
“intrusion” and anything else that 


i| interferes with work, as well m= 


conspiracy and: revolt against the 
Kadar government. 

The disorders that were climaxed 
by the death penalty decree came 
at the end of a week of demonstra 
tions and strikes by freedom-loving 
workers, sabotage, slowdowns and 
other expressions of the people's 
hatred of the rule forced on them 


| by Russian tanks, anti-aircraft guns 
; and troops. 


Reaction to the decree in Buda 
pest was prompt. Within less than 
24 hours, according to reports 
reaching Vienna, posters appeared 


#| On walls calling the people to a new 
4| uprising. 


“Stand by for Jan. 26,” they are 


reported to have said, apparently 
: referring to the time of the pro 


posed revolt. 
Others said “65,000 Hungarians 
did not die in vain . . . do not for 


get the dead.” 


Herbert Long Killed 


“lin Auto Accident 


Cuba, Mo.—Herbert Long, om 
ganizer for the United Shoe Work 
ers for many years, was killed im 
an automobile accident here Jan. 
8, while on union business. He 
was 58 years old. 
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Labor Vows 


all is re-established,” 


Venezuela Dictatorship 


New York—Free labor is pledged to.am uncompromising battle 
against the military dictatorship in Venezuela “until freedom for 
said O. A. Knight, president of the Oil, 
Chemical. and Atomic Workers Intl. Union at a luncheon here 
honoring Dr. Romulo Betancourt, former president of the South 


to Battle 


American country, and now ari? 
exile. 
Outlines Demands 
Knight, who is also chairman 
of the AFL-CIO. Sub-committee on 
Inter-American Affairs, told the 
audience at Carnegie International 
Center, that free labor makes these 
demands upon the Venezuelan gov- 
ernment. 
1—Return to their homeland 
of all labor and political exiles. 
2—Release of all those who 
are jailed for the sole “crime” 


3 More Hotels 
Sign Pact — 
With Union 


Miami Beach, Fla.—Three more} 


of this resort city’s major hotels 
have initialed the master agreement 
signed by Hotel & Restaurant 
Workers Local 255 and the Miami 
Beach Hotel Association—the Al- 
giers, Sea Isle and Atlas. 

Previously, the Fontainebleau had 
signed, making four hotels which 
accepted the master contract during 
its first week, compared to the 21 
months Local 255 required to sign 
up the first 14 hotels. 

The latest three are owned by 
members of the association com- 
mittee which worked out the agree- 
ment with the union. The Algiers 
and the Sea Isle had been on the 
union’s strike list since Apr. 25, 
1955. 

The master agreement recognizes 
the union as bargaining agent for 
its members, opens the way to com- 
plete organization of Miami Beach’s 
21,000 workers in the Hotel & Res- 
taurant Workers jurisdiction, grants 
seniority and the checkoff, forbids 
strikes or lockouts, and provides for 
arbitration to settle all disputes. 

It runs for 10 years, with wages, 
hours and working conditions to be 
negotiated later and to be reopen- 
able annually. 

In addition to the three hotels, 
the union also signed an agreement 
with the Castaways, a big beach- 
front motel with 172 units and 92 
employes. It is the second motel to 
have been signed, the Colonial Inn 
having agreed several weeks ago. 
Castaways’ employes got wage in- 
creases and other benefits under the 


of believing in freedom and op- 
posing dictatorship. 

3—Re-establishment of trade 
union freedom and all other 
civil liberties. 


“We know that the struggle is 
still hard and long,” said Knight. 
“We also know that in the end, 
the forces of democracy and free- 


happened in the last two years in 
Argentina, Peru, Honduras, Haiti 
and other countries.” 
Before the luncheon, several 


placards and distributing printed 


course— from the so-called “Pan 
American Anti-Communist Asso- 
ciation” picketed the center in 
protest against Dr. Betancourt’s 
presence and charging him with 
being a “communist.” 

Serafino Romualdi, assistant sec- 
retary of the Inter - American 
Regional Organization of Workers, 
charged .that the association was 
backed by the Trujillo dictatorship 
of the Dominican Republic. 


Praises Labor Efforts 
The audience at the luncheon, 
sponsored by ‘the Inter-American 
Association for Democracy and 
Freedom, heard Dr. Betancourt 
charge that the -4,000 political 
prisoners in Venezuelan jails were 
suffering “tortures that are just as 
bad as those suffered by political 
prisoners under Stalin and Hitler.” 

He charged that the military 
dictators of Venezuela are “work- 
ing with the oil investors” but 
that the millions of dollars m 
profits were not being used to 
build schools or hospitals but “to 
buy up newspapers, writers and 
radio time and to slander oppo- 
sition leaders.” 

“I cannot understand why the 
United States,” he said, “can expect 
the people of Latin America to die 
in Korea for the sake of freedom 
while at the same time the govern- 
ment gives out decorations to the 
dictators of Latin America.” 

Praising American labor’s efforts 
to foster democracy in Latin Amer- 
ica, Dr. Betancourt pointed out 
that through the work of American 
union leaders, the people of South 
America had learned that there 
are people in the U.S. “who sin- 
cerely believe in democracy” and 


contract. 


who oppose “American business 
exploitation.” 


NS, 


leaflets—minus the union bug, of|: 


[= 


dom will win. This is what. has/f§ 


dozen men and women carrying | = 


AUTOGRAPHED COPY of Spanish edition of the autobiography 
of the late Samuel Gompers, first president of the former AFL, 
was presented to Adalid Balderrama Gonzalez (left), Bolivian 

under-secretary of labor and social security, by AFL-CIO Pres. 
George Meany (right) and AFL-CIO Inter-American Rep. Serafino 


Romualdi during a visit to AFL-CIO headquarters. 


California 


Fed Probes 
|Ad Racket 


San Francisco — Charges of | 


racketeering advertising _ practices 
#| by some labor papers in the state 
;| are to be investigated by a special 
¢| three-man committee of the Cali- 
fornia Federation of Labor. 


The federation’s executive coun- 
cil set up the group as a result of 
two actions: a statement by the 
San Francisco Labor Council, and 
a long discussion. of labor-préss ad- 
vertising policies at a state AFL 
editors meeting six weeks ago: — 

Heading the committee is Pres. 


ii Jack Goldberger of the San Fran- 


cisco Labor cil. Other mem- 
bers are CFL Vice Pres. Thomas 
Small of San Mateo and Lowell 
Nelson of Vallejo. : 

The statement adopted by the 
San Francisco AFL body on 


state and city bodies, “the abuses 

continue—and in many cases, 

from sources who should know 

better.” 

’ It listed several recent incidents: 
1—A union directory for the 
state of California. “Such direc- 
tories are worth little or nothing to 


NAM’s Parker Misquoted 


In His Remarks on Unions 


The AFL-CIO News in its Dec. 29, 1956 issue carried an 
article by the Rev. William J. Smith, S.J., director of St. Peter’s 
Institute of Industrial Relations, Jersey City, N. J., assailing Cola 


the advertiser, possibly less to the 

union movement. Their circulation _ 
is so limited as to be almost mean- 

ingless, their usefulness subject to 

serious question.” 

2—Special editions (of labor 

papers) are apparently the excuse 

for solicitation of every kind of 

business, large or small, regardless 


Parker, former NAM president, f for’s 
his attack on trade union political 
action. 

In his article Rev. Smith quoted 
Parker as saying: “Businessmen of 
America sit like rabbits hypnotized 
by a snake, seemingly helpless to 
organize a program to defend the 
American political and economic 
system against the onslaughts of the 
unrighteous and unwashed.” 

Rev. Smith has informed the 
AFL-CIO News that inclusion of 
the words “against the onslaughts 
of the unrighteous and unwashed” 
was inaccurate, that Parker-did not 
use these words in his original 
speech. 

“The error,” says Rev. Smith, 
“was due to a misreading of a con- 
fusing quote with a quote.” 

Rev. Smith concluded “the pub- 
licized, indiscriminate animosity 
that Mr. Parker has consist 
shown toward American labor lead- 


ers is well-known. I am pleased to 
note, nevertheless, that he did not 


FREE LABOR’S DEMANDS for staat of all civil liberties, denied by the ‘military -dic 
ship in Venezuela, were reaffirmed at a luncheon at Carnegie International Center cw 
Seated at the dais (left to right) were: Sra. Karen de Figueres, first lady of Costa 
Betancourt, exiled former president of Venezuela, who was honored at the luncheon; O. A. Knight, 
President of the Oil Workers and chairman of the AFL-CIO subcommittee on Inter- 
Affairs; Frances R. Grant, Secy.-gen. of the Inter-American Assn. for Democracy and 
and De. Alberto Canes, chairman of the Costa Ricas: Mission to the UN. 


B 


Rica; 


and unwashed.” 


make use of the expression “against 
the onslaughts of the ‘gna, 


of whether the publication can ac- 
tually offer any kind of market’ to 
the advertiser or perform any 
service for him that would be worth 
money to him. 


The San Francisco AFL Coun- 
cil called on the state federation 
to set up some form of high 
advertising standards, and to 
provide means for identifying 


papers which flout those require- 
: 


ga 
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Ohio Labor Faces Stiff Fight 
On Legislative Improvements 


Cleveland—Ohio labor faces a stiff fight in the reactionary-dominated 102d General Assembly, 
the Ohio Industrial Union Council convention here warned as it drafted demands for legislative 


impr ‘ovements. 


A record convention, of 1,404 délegates, called upon the state legislators to “modernize the 
state’s unemployment and workmen’s compensation laws which still hamper the efforts of the 


By Al Zack 


injured and jobless to obtain justice 
“when misfortune strikes.” 

Documenting claims that both 
laws are filled with legalistic booby- 
traps, the delegates said the legis- 
lature “has a great opportunity” 
to insure justice. 

Noting the complexion of the 
legislature had not improved, Pres. 
Ray Ross and Sec.-Treas. John R. 
Rooney said they were “convinced, 
however, that some change of 
thinking has taken place in the 
minds” of some legislators who 
hadn’t previously understood “the 
need for strong unions in our com- 
plex society of free enterprise and 
industrial development.” 

Hope for Assistance 

“We hope,” they added, that 
this change would be sufficient 
“not only to stem any tide of anti- 
labor proposals, but also to assist 
in the passage of desperately needed 
legislation.” 

~ Carefully planning for a tough 
fight, however, the delegates to the 
18th Constitutional Convention 
also called for: 
© Readjustment of the state’s 
tax burden “which now presses 
down unfairly on low and mid- 
die-income groups.” 
© Revamping of election laws 


© Improvement im legislation 
covering working women and 
minors. ae 

Ross and Rooney reported little 
progress had been made, in recent 
months, in merger discussions with 
the Ohio State Federation of 
Labor. - 

In his keynote speech, Ross said 
the industrial union council will 
do “whatever is considered. neces- 
sary to effect merger” based upon 
equality and democratic princi- 
ples.” He said the former CIO 
unions were “desirous of merger” 
based upon “an honorable agree- 
ment.” 

“It is not a question of anyone 
returning anywhere. Kt is not a 
question of who will rule and it is 
not a question of domination,” he 
added. 

Ask Dispute Action 

In another convention action, the 
delegates unanimously called upon 
the AFL-CIO Executive Council 
to take prompt action in a dispute 
between the Steelworkers and the 
Sheet Metal Workers over repre- 
sentation at the Burt Manufactur- 
ing Co. in Akron. 

The resolution noted the Steel- 
workers had represented workers 
at the plant for 11 years and 


Hillman Contest 
Deadline, Feb. I 


New York—The deadline 
for submitting entries in the 
seventh annual prize contest 
of the Sidney Hillman Foun- 


foundation at 
Square, New York 3, N. Y. 


charged the company was being 
forced out of business by the 
Sheet Metal Workers refusal to 
install products made at the plant. 
The Sheet Metal Workers contend 
the products are not “union made.” 

The convention npn _— 
from: 

Sec.-Treas. L w. Abel of the 
Steelworkers, who warned that 
“industry will destroy us at the 
first opportunity.” Referring spe- 
cifically to so-called “right-to- 
work laws,” Abel said that enact- 
ment in states like Ohio and 
Michigan would encourage la- 
bor’s enemies to “destroy the 
trade union movement.” 

Dir. Al Whitehouse of the 
AFL-CIO Industrial Union Dept., 
who predicted a formula for set- 
tling jurisdictional disputes would 
be reached at the January meeting 
of the AFL-CIO Executive Council. 

Sec.-Treas. Emil Mazey of the 


REELECTED to their second terms at the Ohio Industrial Union 
Council convention in Cleveland were Sec.-Treas. John R. Rooney 
(left) and Pres. Ray Ross. 


Auto Workers, who blamed present 
inflation upon the greed of Amer- 
ican big business for huge profits. 

Co-director Jack Kroll of COPE, 
who expressed the hope that by 
1958 Ohio labor- would _ peak 
“politically with one voice,” pre- 
‘| dicted that “the political picture in 
Ohio will be different when that 
happens.” 

Pres. Max Greenberg of the Re- 
tail, Wholesale and Department 
Store Union, who called for mini- 
mum wage coverage for “all 
workers in America.” Noting U.S. 
financial aid to England in the 
Suez crisis, Greenberg said, “we 
must convince Congress there are 
Americans too suffering from a 
lack of dollars. We seem to have 
money for everything except the 
needs of the American people.” 

The convention unanimously re- 


elected Ross and Rooney to their 
second terms in office. 


Guild Broun Award 
Deadline Is Feb. 1 

For the sixteenth consecu- 

tive year, the Newspaper 
Guild is offering its annual 
Heywood Broun Memorial 
Award. for outstanding jour- 
nalistic achievement. 
+ The annual competition 
honors the late columnist’ who 
was the Guild’s founder and 
first president. 

Eligible for the award are 
employes in the Guild’s juris- 
diction on newspapers, wire 
and news services, news mag- 
azines and radio television 
stations in. both the United 
States. and Canada. Feb. 1 
is deadline for entries, which 
should be submitted in scrap- 
book form to the ANG, 1126 
16th St. N. W., Washington. 


Agriculture. 


Workers Need 
Pay Coverage 


Pres. Eisenhower has been asked 
to include “a substantial portion” of 
the 1.8 million hired workers in 
agriculture in his recommendations 
for extended coverage of the federal 
minimum wage laws. 

The appeal was made in a letter 
oy Pres. H. L. Mitchell of the Na- 
tional Agricultural Workers, who 
told the President that workers em- 
ployed on larger farms are often 
paid wages as low as 30 cents an 
hour, while in other areas farm 
workers may, earn as much as 85 
cents an hour for similar work. 

“Except for the National Agri- 
cultural Workers Union, the work- 
ers employed on the farm factories 
have no representation and are 
virtually without individual or col- 
lective bargaining power,” Mitchell 
wrote. 

He said the extension of cov- 
erage to those workers employed 
on large “factory-in-the-field-type” 
farms “would help not only these 
workers who are at the bottom of 
the economic heap im our society 
but would also tend to equalize 
competition between the farm fac- 
tories-in-the-fields and the nation’s 
family type farmer,” 

“In our opinion,” he continued, 
“the low wages paid, plus a large 
supply of foreign contract labor im- 
ported each year for work on these 
larger farms, are the chief factors 
involved in the trend toward elimi- 
nation of family farming.” 


U. S. Courts Are Unblocking 


School Integration Delays 


New decisions by federal courts have continued to strike down state and lower court actions 
ainted at blocking, or delaying, the steady march toward complete integration of public. schools. 


first court test, and the U.S. Court®— 
of Appeals for the sixth circuit, 
in another action, reversed a deci- 
sion by a Memphis (Tenn.) district 
judge in which he -had refused, in 
effect, to order the admission of 
five Negroes to Menge State 
College. 


Denies Va. Motion 


The apparent death blow to the 
Virginia law was delivered in 
Norfolk by U.S. District Judge 
Walter E. Hoffman in a strongly 
worded 12,000-word opinion in 
which he denied a state motion ‘to 
dismiss desegregation suits against 
the school boards of Norfolk and 
Newport News. 


Virginia’s new so-called a placement law” was ruled “unconstitutional on its face” in its 


fundamental principle that racial 
discrimination in public educa- 


provisions of federal, state or 

local law requiring or permitting 

such discrimination must yield 
to this principle’.” 

Reviewing steps taken by Vir- 
ginia’s “no integration anywhere” 
governor, a constitutional conven- 
tion and the General Assembly 
aimed at keeping segregation, 
Hoffman. said: 

“The pattern is plain. The legis- 
lature has adopted procedures to 
defeat the Supreme Court deci- 
sion.” 

Despite the ruling, Virginia’s 
Pupil Placement Board, set up 
under the law now held unconsti- 
tutional, said it would continue to 
function “unless and until” lawfully 
prevented. State officials said they 
thought they could keep Virginia 
schools segregated at least another 


year through appeals procedures. 


tion is unconstitutional’ and ‘all . 


In the Memphis college case, 
the appeals court by a two-to-one 
decision ordered the case sent back 
to District Judge Marion Boyd for 
further action. Boyd, in a ruling 
last November, denied an injunc- 
tion sought by five Negroes to 
prevent the Tennessee Board of 
Education and college officials 
from denying them admission, 

At the. same time, however, 
Boyd had approved a plan pro- 
posed by the board under which, 
the school would be totally de- 
segregated within five years. 

The majority of the court ruled 
that the school officials’ argument 
that the college was not equipped 
to admit a “radically increased” 
number of students “is not a valid 
defense.” 

“The board,” it held, “has the 
authority to establish a limit ‘of 
admissions, but the board is not 
authorized to establish a limitation 


based on race or color.” 


Law Firing 


| has ruled that the state’s sc 


by Chief Justice J. E. Hickmag 


Texas Court’ 
Bars ‘Wreck 


Austin—In a precedent-makif 
decision, the Texas Supreme Cow 


“right-to-work” law means exact 
what it says in declaring that 
worker cannot be discharged on ag 
count of membership—as well 
non-membership—in a union, 
Reverse Decisions 

In a unanimous opinion, writté 


the state’s highest court reversé 
decisions of the trial court and t 
Waco Court of Appeals which hag 
upheld the firing of Don Lunsfogg 
from the Bryan, Tex. fire depa 
ment after he played a leading pa 
in organizing a local of the Fig 
Fighters. 
The city argued, and the lov 
courts concurred, that since i 
local “was still being organized 
the time of his discharge, Lunsfom 
could not have consummated meg 
bership in the organization, 
though he had applied for memt 
ship, had been elected a temporag 
officer and had sent a check to tf 
international for the charter 
and dues. ; 
The Supreme Court, howevé 
declared that it is clear that th 
Legislature intended to protect 
right of membership in a union 
well as the right of non-memb@ 
ship.” 
Intent Seems Obvious 


“The \intent seems obvious § 
protect employes in the exercise 
free choice of joining or not joinifi 
a union,” the high court ruled. 
purpose of the statute is to affom 
equal opportunity to work to bom 
classes of employes. That purpd 
would be thwarted if an employg 
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could discharge without good cau 
an employe when he learns that [i 
employe is in the act of consul 
mating membership in a label 
union. 
“It is our view that, having pall 
his union charter fee, signed @ 
application of membership, alm 
been elected to a temporary log 
office in a group seeking a charim 
in the union, petitioner (Lunsford 
satisfied the membership requilea™ 
ments of the statutes.” : 
In determining whether or sim 
the discharge was prohibited by 
statute, the court said, “the reasoum 
in the mind of the employer, aaam 
not the exact status of the employ§ 
should govern.” 
The case now goes back to € 
trial court for a new trial. 


Woodworkers Ack 
Hospital Cost Probe 


Portland, Oreg.—A _ congrem 
sional investigation of hospi 
charges for room, care and dram 
was demanded by the executifl 
board of the Woodworkers at . 
meeting here. q 

In a resolution introduced @& 
Pres. Burk Christie of the TWAIN 
Plywood District Council, the boalli™ 
charged the rates are based “Gm 


what the traffic will bear.” q 
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